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Invmjz;sr five minutes o duy, and your fiith will
deepen and grow—a day at o tine.

Sunpay, Novemeer 13, 2011
THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TiME
Be the good steward
In biblical times a talent was a measure used
to weigh precious metals, a way of expressing
economic value. Tilent is still a form of treasure today—human
treasure, our gifts and abilities. How we use our talents will
determine the course and meaning of our lives. Stewardship is a
biblical concept that calls on each of us to share, in one oft-quot-
ed formulation, our “time, talent, and treasure” with the larger
community. How are you contributing to your faith community
and society at large? Are you making use of your talents to serve
others or simply to build your personal treasury?
TODAY’S READINGS: Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31; 1 Thes-
salonians 5:1-6; Matthew 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21 (157)
“Ty one he gave five talents; to another; two; to a thivd, one—to
each according to his ability.”

d for Faith |

Monpay, Novemeer 14
Witness for the persecution
Maccabees is of particular interest to Christians because in the
early years of the church several Roman emperors conducted
persecutions, forcing Christians to give up their beliefs or face
death, imprisonment, seizure of their property, and exile. Some
decided to pay the ultimate price: martyrdom. A martyr is a “wit-
ness”; martyrs by their very lives are evidence for the reality of
God and their own fidelity to God. Your life, too, has opportuni-
ties to show your total commitment to God.

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Maccabees 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63;

Luke 18:35-43 (497)

“The king wrote to his whole kingdom that all should be one people,

each abandoning bis pavticular customs.”

Tuespay, Novemeer 15
Feast oF ALBERT THE GREAT, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
The center does hold
In a generation that sometimes views people of faith as enemies
of science and intellectual progress, we might submit Saint
Albert the Great as exhibit A to protest this characterization.
Albert believed all creation speaks of God, which makes study of
the natural world a form of genuine spiritual meditation. He’s
been described as a scientist by temperament, a philosopher by
choice, and a theologian by divine inspiration. Rather than seeing
learning as an obstacle to faith, he insisted the truths of revela-
tion have nothing to fear from the use of reason. Appreciate
learning as an opportunity to grow in knowledge of God.
TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Maccabees 6:18-31; Luke 19:1-10 (498)
“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was lost.”

WepNEespay, Novemser 16

Turn down the stereotypes

Womanly is a word that too often has been used by our culture to
suggest weakness or inadequacy. Worse, these negative connota-
tions can sometimes lead to derision and oppression. Phrases
such as “he/she throws like a girl,” though harmless-sounding,
reflect this negativity. Yet when we look at the women around us,
in the Bible, and in our Catholic tradition, we learn the truth.
We find women who exhibit a womanliness that is synonymous
with courage, strength, boldness, and savvy. They have led
countries, built schools and hospitals, led people to God, and
given their lives and their deaths to what they believed in. How
can we adjust our own language to be more affirming—and more
accurate—about the nature and gifts of women?

TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Maccabees 7:1, 20-31; Luke 19:11-28 (499)
“Most admirable and worthy of everlasting remembrance was the
mother, who saw her seven sons pevish in a single day.”

THurspAY, Novemser 17
Feast or EuizagetH oF HUNGARY, RELIGIOUS
The pursuit of happiness
Who can hope to emulate the selfless lives of women like Saint
Elizabeth of Hungary, a princess who fearlessly nursed the grave-
ly ill and gave away much of her fortune to the poor? We wonder
at her willingness to live such a difficult and demanding life. We
are, however, overlooking one crucial detail: She was happy! As
Dostoevsky writes in The Brothers Karamazov, “We are made for
happiness, and anyone who is completely happy has a right to say
to himself, ‘I am doing God’s will on earth.” All the righteous, all
the saints, all the holy martyrs were happy.” What creates happi-
ness is different for each one of us. If you aren’t sure, ask God to
lead you to the happiness that is your birthright.

ToDAY’S READINGS: 1 Maccabees 2:15-29; Luke 19:41-44 (500)

“If this day you only knew what makes for peace? But now it is

hidden from your eyes.”

Fripay, NovemBer 18  Depicanon oF THE Basiticas oF PeTer
AND PauL IN Rome; Rose PHILIPPINE DUCHESNE, VIRGIN
Hold nothing back
“We cultivate a very small field for Christ,” said Saint Rose Phil-
ippine Duchesne about her mission work in the American West
during the 1800s, “but we love it, knowing that God does not
require great achievements but a heart that holds back nothing
for self.” Tronically those unselfishly laboring out of love for God
invariably achieve great things and leave lasting legacies. Mother
Rose introduced the Society of Sacred Heart to the U.S, and by
the turn of the 19th century the sisters had attracted 1,100 mem-
bers. And those basilicas we celebrate today? Well, St. Peter’s
Basilica, considered the most magnificent church structure in the
world, began as a red rock marking the place where Saint Peter
was buried.
TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Maccabees 4:36-37, 52-59; Luke 19:45-48
(501)
“All the people prostrated themselves and adoved and praised
Heaven, who had given them success.”

SaturpaY, NOVEMBER 19 Feast oF THE BLesseD VIRGIN Mary
Heaven knows
A woman suddenly lost her 25-year-old daughter and was dev-
astated, then a few years later the loss of her husband left her
feeling as though every day were torture. What keeps her going
is the hope that one day she will be with her spouse and child in
paradise. Like all of us, she wonders what heaven will be like. We
have a story of Jesus challenged by Sadducees asking him whose
wife a woman would be in the resurrection because she had been
widowed seven times. A trick question? Perhaps, but however we
imagine heaven to be, what we should keep in mind during No-
vember as we focus on our beloved dead is that we who mourn
are promised comfort by Jesus who is with us always.

ToDAY’S READINGS: 1 Maccabees 6:1-13; Luke 20:27-40 (502)

“His not God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all ave alive.”
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thanksgiving as a young cnid to tne Lempie In Jerusaienm wiere
she was consecrated to God. She remained in the Temple to be
educated in preparation for her role as Mother of God. We do
not have to believe that events actually unfolded in that way to
grasp the truth that Mary played an extraordinary role in the
salvation story, and we can only marvel at her courage in being
willing to see her role through to completion. Are we prepared
to do the same?

TODAY’S READINGS: Daniel 1:1-6, 8-20; Luke 21:1-4 (503)

“This poor widow put in move than all the vest.”

TuespaYy, NOVEMBER 22  Feast of CECILIA, VIRGIN, MARTYR
Time for a song
If you’re reading this, so far this year you’ve survived two
apocalyptic predictions. One fellow was so sure that Judgment
Day was May 21 that he persuaded others to quit their jobs and
paper the country with warnings. The other messenger, chan-
neling an alleged ancient spirit, predicted that an earthquake on
June 15 would devastate the West Coast. Some continue to root
for the Mayan calendar, suggesting that we will run out of time
on 12-21-12. But many of us will put our trust in Jesus, who
said the day cannot be known. On the feast of the patron saint of
music, we’d rather sing a song than whistle in the dark.

TODAY’S READINGS: Daniel 2:31-45; Luke 21:5-11 (504)

“Many will come in my name, saying, T am he,” and The time

has come.” Do not follow them!”

WebNespaY, NOVEMBER 23

Feast oF BLessep MiGUEL AGUsTIN PRO, PRIEST, MARTYR

Play your part

If being Christian were a crime, would there be enough evidence
to convict you? There was enough to convict Father Miguel Pro,
a newly ordained Jesuit priest in Mexico during anti-Catholic
persecution in the mid-1920s. He often “disguised himself as a
beggar to baptize infants, bless marriages, and celebrate Mass.
He would appear in jail dressed as a police officer to bring Holy
Viaticum to condemned Catholics,” one account says, and took
up collections for the poor in fashionable neighborhoods dressed

Saint Catherine or Alexandria 1s rraaiuonaiy peueved to nave
been martyred in the year 305 A.D. during a time of heavy
Roman persecution in the early church. Of noble origins and
unsurpassed beauty and brilliance, she is said to have announced
to her parents that she would only marry someone who sur-
passed her in loveliness, intelligence, wealth, and social status—a
foreshadowing of her eventual commitment to Christ. Executed
by the Roman emperor because of her extraordinary success in
attracting converts to Christianity, Catherine became patron
saint of libraries and librarians as well as all those associated with
teaching. Thank someone in your life who brings wisdom and
faith together.

TODAY’s READINGS: Daniel 7:2-14; Luke 21:29-33 (507)

“Heaven and eavth will pass away, but my words will not pass

away.”

SaTurDAY, NOVEMBER 26  Feast oF THE BLessep VIRGIN Mary
Living cheerfully—and vigilantly
There’s lots of bad news out there. You can hide from it only if
you turn off the TV, stop the newspaper, forsake the computer,
and don’t answer the phone or the door. Unless you live alone,
you might want to stay under the bed, too, because in a world
of trouble, relationships are the most troublesome of all. Young
Mary got the news from a stranger when her boy was only weeks
old: Her son would face conflict, and her own heart would be
pierced with sorrow. Embracing that revelation, she went home
and lived her life, faithful as always.

ToDAY’s READINGS: Daniel 7:15-27; Luke 21:34-36 (508)

“Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength to

escape the tribulations.”
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