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nvest fust five minutes o day, and your faith will
deepen and grow—n day at o time.

for Faith | Sunpay, Ocroeer 16, 2011
: TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TiME
The power of example
y Catl holics i . s
' Saint Paul liked the Thessalonians. In the
beginning of his first letter to them—the earli-

est writing in the New Testament—he praised them to the skies,
unlike the Galatians, whom he called “foolish” for deserting the
gospel he had preached to them. The Thessalonians, by contrast,
held firm to what Paul had taught them. What’s more, they
became great examples of faith, hope, and love—Paul’s favorite
virtues—just as Paul and his colleagues had been to them. How
can you, too, be such an example to others?
TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 45:1, 4-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b;
Matthew 22:15-21 (145)
“W give thanks to God always for all of you.”

Monpay, Ocroser 17
Feast oF IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH, BISHOP, MARTYR
What is the good life?
Jesus was continually calling into question the accepted beliefs of
his time—for example, that power over others was important and
necessary or that life is measured by one’s wealth and prosperity.
Well, what does our life consist of, if not power and possessions?
Good question. Jesus would say: “Relationships—with God,
ourselves, and others.” He might add, “Meaningful work and
opportunities to be generous, helpful, and creative.” Take a good
look around your life: notice the state of your relationships, the
work you do, the joy you share. Are you using the right measur-
ing stick?

TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 4:20-25; Luke 12:13-21 (473)

“Tke care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich,

one’s life does not consist of possessions.”

Tuespay, Ocroeer 18
Travel lightly
Luke’s gospel tells the story of Jesus sending out disciples ahead
of him. The disciples are to take nothing with them—except
peace. Their job: to prepare the way for Jesus. When most people
go on a long trip, however, they usually pack a suitcase full of
stuff. Luke’s story reminds us of the importance of our “spiritual
suitcase.” That’s the piece of luggage that goes with us wherever
you go. The contents—peace, respect, care for others—not only
prepare us for what’s ahead in life. They also manifest the values
of Jesus in a world greatly in need of them. What do you carry in
your spiritual suitcase?

TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Timothy 4:10-17b; Luke 10:1-9 (661)

“Tnto whatever house you enter, first sy, Peace to this household.””

Feast OF LUKE, EVANGELIST

WEeDNEsDAY, OctoBer 19 Feast of JoHN DE BREBEUF AND
IsAAC JOGUES, PRIESTS, MARTYRS, AND COMPANIONS, MARTYRS

Faith lived large and small

Much is expected of Christians. We are entrusted with helping to
establish God’s reign of peace and justice where sins are forgiven,
and we are commissioned to bring good news to the poor. Cour-
age and generosity are essential qualities for living the Christian
life. The North American martyrs, whose missionary efforts
among the Huron and Iroquois people eventually led to their
deaths, possessed these qualities on a grand and sweeping scale.
Our everyday moments of courage and generosity may be much
more humble and focused, but no less efficacious and Christian.

Recognize the value of your own little acts of faith to do and say
the right thing so that you can more fully appreciate the mighty
deeds done for the greater glory of God.

TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 6:12-18; Luke 12:39-48 (475)

“Much will be requived of the person entrusted with much,

and still move will be demanded of the person entvusted with move.”

THurspAY, OcToBER 20  Feast of PauL oF THE CROSS, PRIEST
The long and winding road
Though Jesus preached and taught a way of love and forgive-
ness, he made it clear to his disciples that following him would
not be easy—something Saint Paul echoed later when he said
that the slavery to sin Christ freed people from meant becoming
another kind of slave: “of God.” Another Saint Paul, Paul of the
Cross (1694-1775), followed Jesus by spending years walking
hundreds of miles through Italy in mission work and establish-
ing a religious community, the Passionists, that takes a special
vow to spread devotion to the crucified Christ. The path to the
kingdom of God can—and probably should—include some rough
stretches.

TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 6:19-23; Luke 12:49-53 (476)

“Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth?

No, I tell you, but rather division.”

Fripay, Ocroser 21
The forecast calls for peace and harmony
We spend a lot of time worrying about the weather. Nothing
captures national attention like a brewing hurricane or a string
of tornadoes or an earthquake. Weather programming is a fixture
of any local news program, and one of our first questions on
waking up in the morning is, “What’s the weather like today?”
Not much has changed (except the technology) since Jesus’ time.
He pointed out that for all the attention folks paid to storm
clouds in the west or wind from the south, they didn’t seem to
be able to tell right from wrong-when dealing with one another.
Before checking today’s forecast, take a moment to examine the
“climate” of your interpersonal relationships. Dispel the storm
clouds and bring some sunshine to those nearest and dearest.
TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 7:18-25a; Luke 12:54-59 (477)
“Why do you not judge for yourselves what is right?”

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22  Feast oF THE Biessep VIRGIN Mary
See the mysteries of light
The recently beatified Pope John Paul IT threw the devotional
world a curveball by offering new mysteries to the established
tradition of the rosary. We’d long accompanied the Mother of
the Church through seasons of joy, sorrow, and glory. It brought
heaven close to our experiences and comforted us with the hope
of rescue. In a culture flirting with death and gone dark with
disbelief, however, only the light of Christ can clarify our vision.
We’re invited to contemplate that light, shining like five lanterns
of understanding through Baptism of Jesus, the Miracle at Cana,
the Reign of God, the Transfiguration, and the Eucharist.

TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 8:1-11; Luke 13:1-9 (478)

“The concern of the flesh is death, but the concern of the spirit is

life and peace.”
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ments.”

Monpay, Ocroser 24
Are you free to be?
When Saint Paul spoke of being freed from living according to
the flesh and the deeds of the body, he didn’t mean so much the
physical body as he did the person who lived in a self-centered
way and did not feel any dependence on God. Liberty from sin
means freedom to be children of God. It was the Spirit—Christ’s
Spirit—that does the liberating. Jesus also spoke of freedom
when he healed people of illnesses and made them free to be full
persons. What can you be made free of?

TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 8:12-17; Luke 13:10-17 (479)

“You ave set free of your infirmity.”

Tuespay, OcroBer 25
A labor of love
As the evidence of ecological damage from global warming
increases, Christian environmentalism is growing across denomi-
national lines. The movement has solid biblical foundations. Le-
viticus 25:33 reminds us that the earth is the Lord’s and we are
only tenants—groundskeepers as it were. According to Genesis
2:15, Adam was put in the Garden of Eden “to dress it and to
keep it.” None of us can care for the entire earth on our own, but
each of us can tend our little stretch of it. Let’s be good tenants
while occupying it, so the landlord will be pleased with us.
TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 8:18-25; Luke 13:18-21 (480)
“We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until
now. »

WEDNEsDAY, OctoBer 26

Be the first to make yourself last

In Flannery O’Connor’s short story “Revelation,” Mrs. Turpin,
who considers herself a righteous Christian woman, is forced to
sit in a waiting room full of riffraff. She mentally passes judg-
ment on the others until a disturbed young woman throws a
book at her, calling her a “wart hog from hell.” Shaken, Mrs.
Turpin goes home but can’t get the insult out of her mind. That
evening she goes outdoors to sulk when, in the twilight, she has
a vision, a revelation: a parade of happy souls “rumbling toward
heaven.” She and her husband are in the procession, not first but
last, their faces showing shock that their judgments have been
completely wrong. As the vision fades she sees that in this heaven
“even her virtues were being burned away” while “the voices of

FRIDAY, LCTOBER L8
Do as they did
Except for Peter, Andrew, James, and John, we know almost
nothing about the apostles other than their names, and even
some of these are disputed (“Nathaneal” or “Bartholomew”?).
Various traditions have Simon preaching to the Berbers in North
Africa and martyred in Samaria—or Edessa in Macedonia, or
even England. Likewise tradition places Jude in Idumaea (in the
Holy Land), Mesopotamia, and Beirut, and one medieval writer
claims he was the bridegroom at the wedding feast at Cana!
Yet the genuine legacy of these apostles is the faith that you
live by today. If you could plot out a genealogy of faith back-
ward through multiple generations, you would have to come to
Simon and Jude—or to other barely known pioneers like them
who, when Jesus once said, “Come and see,” went and saw and
believed.

TODAY’s READINGS: Ephesians 2:19-22; Luke 6:12-16 (666)

“You ave fellow civizens with the holy ones and members of the

household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and

prophets.”

FEAST OF SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES

SaturpaY, OctoBer 29  Feast of THE BLessep VIRGIN Mary
Mary, updated
Traditional images of Mary show her “meek and mild™: eyes
downcast, arms enfolding her son, or hands pressed together in
prayer. She stood or sat with the stillness of eternity wrapped
around her. If she extended herself at all, it was in arms held
downward and outward to her children throughout history call-
ing for her intercession. Recently, new artists are portraying a
more active woman—the Walking Madonna by Elizabeth Frink,
for example: elderly, striding, purposeful, like the many grey-
haired ladies who are the backbones of their parishes. Mary still
has places to go and things to do. Care to come along?

TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29; Luke 14:1,

7-11 (484)

“For the gifts and the call of God ave irvevocable.”
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