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nvest just five minutes a day, and your faith will
deepen and grow—n day at a time.

Sunpay, Ocroeer 30, 2011
THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TiME
Woe to you, Pharisees!
We know the Pharisees as one of the arch-
villains of the gospels, but it’s surprising that
these enemies of Jesus actually had some things in common with
him. Both wanted to reform their religion, and both saw personal
faithfulness to be the way to that renewal. For the Pharisees,
though, this effort meant zealous observance of Israelite religious
law, while for Jesus it meant rethinking that law in a whole new
way. The Pharisees allied themselves with those in political power.
Jesus, on the other hand, was a victim of politics, and his author-
ity was a means of God’s healing, merciful, and forgiving love,
not of control. How can you exercise your authority for good?
TODAY’S READINGS: Malachi 1:14b-2:2b, 8-10; 1 Thessalonians
2:7b-9, 13; Matthew 23:1-12 (151)
“Do not be called Master’; you have but one master; the Messiah.”

Monpay, Ocroser 31
Some of my best friends
You’ve probably noticed in reading the gospels and listening to
Sunday sermons that the Pharisees come off as the bad guys in a
lot of gospel stories. Recent scholars suggest, however, that ten-
sions between Jesus and the Pharisees may have been exaggerated
when the gospel accounts were later written down, reflecting
conflicts between early Christians and Jews. In fact, a number
of other New Testament figures, including Nicodemus, Joseph
of Arimathea, and perhaps Saint Paul himself, were Pharisees
who ended up devoted to the cause of Jesus. We don’t have to
consider those who differ with us as enemies—they may end up
being some of our best friends.

TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 11:29-36; Luke 14:12-14 (485)

“On a sabbath Jesus went to dine at the home of one of the lead-

ing Phavisees.”

Tuespay, NOVEMBER 1  SoLemniy of ALL SAINTS
Echoes in the halls of time
A passage from the novel Middlemarch by George Eliot expresses
the heart and spirit of All Saints Day: . . . For the growing good
of the world is partly dependent on unhistoric acts; and that
things are not so ill with you and me as they might have been, is
half owing to the number who lived faithfully a hidden life, and
rest in unvisited tombs.” On All Saints Day we celebrate those
who lived a “hidden life.” At the same time we are reminded that,
to paraphrase another author, Henry Adams, our actions affect
eternity; we can never tell where their influence stops. Today, be-
fore we speak or act impulsively, we might take a deep breath and
ask ourselves, “How will these words, this deed, affect eternity?”
TODAY’S READINGS: Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 John 3:1-3;
Matthew 5:1-12a (667)
“Beloved, we ave God’s childven now; what we shall be has not
been vevealed.”

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2

COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

That's a great example

Today is a special day of prayer of those who have gone before
us. It’s a day to remember people who’ve been important in our
lives—a parent, grandparent, friend, teacher, or another. Perhaps
we recall the values they expressed every day, such as kindness,
compassion, humor, trust, or faith. Those who’ve gone before
us shine a light on our own lives. They show us that death is not

utter destruction but leads to new life for those who depart this
temporal world and for those of us who remain. How will you
commemorate your dearly departed in your actions toward others?
TopAY’S READINGS: Wisdom 3:1-9; Romans 5:5-11 or 6:3-9;
Jobn 6:37-40 (668)
“The souls of the just are in the hand of God.”

THurspaY, NOVEMBER 3
The complaint department is closed
The opponents of Jesus “complained”—another translation says
“grumbled”—that “this man welcomes sinners and eats with
them.” You can almost hear their disdain, even their hatred, for
both those who sin as well as anyone who would dare sit down
at a table with them. Their derision blinded them to the fact
that they were sinners as much as anyone. “Why then do you
judge your brother or sister? Or you, why do you look down on
your brother or sister?” Saint Paul asked the Romans. “For we
shall all stand before the judgment seat of God.” No excuses, no
exceptions. It’s a message we all need to get.

TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 14:7-12; Luke 15:1-10 (488)

“Each of us shall give an account of himself to God.”

Fripay, NOVEMBER 4  Feast OF SAINT CHARLES BORROMEO, BISHOP
Step up to the plate
One of Saint Charles Borromeo’s uncles was a member of the
Medici family—and also happened to be the pope—and though
Charles was only 23 made his nephew a cardinal and papal repre-
sentative. Many expected Charles eventually to forsake a church
career and take his place as head of his family. But another,
non-papal uncle persuaded him to become a priest, and soon
after he was appointed bishop of Milan, where he had to deal
with a famine in 1570, then a plague—during which he expended
his fortune caring for the sick and dying—and an assassination
attempt, all the while finding the time to help run the Council of
Trent. Think of Bishop Charles the next time you have an oppor-
tunity to use your energy and resources to help those in need.

TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 15:14-21; Luke 16:1-8 (489)

“I myself am convinced about you, my brothers and sisters, that

you yourselves ave full of goodness.”

SaturDAY, NOVEMBER 5
Religious tolerance: What a revolutionary concept
Guy Fawkes Day, long celebrated in Britain and the Com-
monwealth countries, was not a holiday that caught on during
America’s founding despite its anti-Catholic undertones, which
many early Americans would have embraced. Perhaps it was due
to the sense of tolerance built into the principals of liberty for
which the Americans were fighting. Or maybe it was that Gen-
eral George Washington forbade his troops from participating
in any anti-Catholic practices on the eve of their independence.
Washington told his men in 1775 that insulting Catholicism, the
religion of French Canadians, who were helping the Americans
fight for their freedom, “is so monstrous, as not to be suffered or
excused.” Insulting another person’s religion by any who claim
to love liberty continues to be monstrous and inexcusable.
TODAY’S READINGS: Romans 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Luke 16:9-15 (490)
“The Phavisees, who loved money, heavd all these things and
sneered at him.”
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prediction of catastrophe. It is his expectation that we be aware
of the presence of the sacred as we move through even the most
ordinary day. Mary Oliver suggests the same in her poem “The
Summer Day”: “I don’t know exactly what a prayer is. / I do
know how to pay attention.” Being prepared for the coming of
Christ means keeping eyes and ears, hearts and minds open. The
sacred, the Christ, is all around you.

ToODAY’S READINGS: Wisdom 6:12-16; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

or 4:13-14; Matthew 25:1-13 (154)

“Stay awake, for you know neither the day nor the hour”

Monpay, Novemser 7
This time for sure
How many of us read book after book or attend lectures,
retreats, and workshops with the thought that this author, this
story, or that technique will finally provide the spiritual break-
through we seek? This time, we hope, we will finally “get it.”
No program or series of steps, though, can give us the deep
faith we desire. We may draw inspiration and courage from the
experiences and insights of others, but ultimately if it is to be
our faith—one that is living, changing, growing, deepening, and
expanding—then it must come from within. Jesus knew that of
course, but his disciples did not, so we have lots of company. Are
you looking outside yourself for what can only be found within?
ToODAY’s READINGS: Wisdom 1:1-7; Luke 17:1-6 (491)
“Increase our faith.”

Tuespay, NOVEMBER 8
Don't forget your glasses
Have you ever been told to “just trust in God” as you deal with
a difficult situation? What—we’re supposed to buck up and take
whatever comes at us and just valiantly endure? Scripture offers
us a more authentic way of trusting in God. Trust means seeing
with “grace-colored glasses,” allowing us to perceive how God is
active in extending grace and mercy, blessing and new life even in
life’s toughest moments. These glasses do not magically make the
stuff of life disappear, but they help us to shift our vision so that
we might transform the circumstances, both at the level of doing
something to better the situation and at the level of attaching
our own—not someone else’s—meaning to it. Are you ready for
grace-colored glasses?

ToDAY’S READINGS: Wisdom 2:23-3:9; Luke 17:7-10 (492)

“In. the time of their visitation [the souls of the just] shall shine,

and shall dart about as spavks through stubble.”

WEeDNEsDAY, NOVEMBER 9

Feast oF THE DepicanioN OF THE LaTERaN Basitica IN Rome

The temple we worship

Serving as the cathedral of the bishop of Rome, the Lateran
Basilica contains the papal throne and ranks above all other
Catholic churches, including St. Peter’s Basilica. The genius of
Christianity, however, is not contained in its many beautiful
buildings and monuments, impressive though they are. The real
power of our faith lies in the fact that, on this day that exalts a

dollars, or admission may depend on something money can’t buy,
like knowing the right people. To belong to the friends of God,
all that’s required is to cultivate wisdom. Seeking wisdom means
being in pursuit of what is “intelligent, holy, unique, manifold,
clear, kindly, tranquil”—and a whole lot more, as the Book of
Wisdom exuberantly details. Though wisdom may seem unreach-
able from where we are, Pope Saint Leo the Great (fifth century)
perceived God’s desire to supply it: “What you long for will be
given you; what you love will be yours forever.”

TODAY’s READINGS: Wisdom 7:22b-8:1; Luke 17:20-25 (494)

“And passing into holy souls from age to age, [Wisdom] produces

frriends of God and prophets.”
Fripay, NOVEMBER 11  Feast oF MarTiN of TOuRs, BISHOP
Go long!
In the early centuries of the church in Europe, Advent began
today, the feast day of Saint Martin of Tours. That meant a 40-day
season, similar to Lent. Believers wanted a way to somehow reflect
in their own faith lives the ages it took for the Savior to appear
on earth, and so a lengthy period of preparation before Christmas
seemed appropriate. The older, longer observance of Advent serves
as a reminder that, like Lent, Advent is a season of preparing our-
selves for Jesus’ journey into greater life—his birth and life and his
being raised from the dead. Today is as good a day as any to focus
on how God is moving in your life and how you can move into
closer life with God.

TOoDAY’s READINGS: Wisdom 13:1-9; Luke 17:26-37 (495)

Al men were by nature foolish who were in ignorance of God,

and who from the good things seen did not succeed in knowing

him who is.”

SaATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12  Feast OF JOSAPHAT, BISHOP, MARTYR
Communicate for peace
Saint Josaphat decided at an early age to dedicate his life to heal-
ing the complex and deep split between the Eastern and Western
rites of the church. He had a natural capacity to listen to the
concerns, fears, and needs of both sides and hold them equally.
Fortunately, it’s an ability that can be learned. In his book Non-
Violent Communication, Marshall Rosenberg describes a method
of communicating that honors both sides of a dispute and leads
to resolving conflicts peacefully, whether personal or public,
domestic or international. He writes: “When our communication
supports compassionate giving and receiving, happiness replaces
violence and grieving.” Find out more about Rosenberg’s work
at the Center for Non-Violent Communication, www.cnve.ory.
ToDAY’S READINGS: Wisdom 18:14-16; 19:6-9; Luke 18:1-8 (496)
“Peaceful stillness compassed everything.”
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