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   George Green Parish Center  
    113 N. Geneva St. 
    Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 
      607- 273-6121 
    www.immconch.org 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Sun. 8:00 a.m. – Noon 

Immaculate Conception Staff Connection 

    

             
Parish Mission Statement 
 "We are the people of Immaculate Conception  (est. 1860) 
in Ithaca, NY (Tompkins County), a Parish of the Roman 
Catholic Church of the Diocese of Rochester. Inclusive and 
rich in   diversity, we joyfully embrace our baptismal 
 call to worship, celebrate sacramental life,  nurture spiri-
tual growth, foster lifelong faith  formation, minister to oth-
ers, share our gifts  of time, talent and treasure, and affirm 
the  Good News of Jesus Christ.  We seek to  welcome eve-
ryone no matter where they are  in their spiritual journey."  
 

                    Parish Staff 
Fr. Leo Reinhardt – Pastor / Sacramental 
Preparation ext. 113 
Sr. Edna Slyck – Pastoral Associate for RCIA, 
Liturgy, Evangelization ext. 108 
Rich Rasmussen – HS Youth Minister,  
Administrator of Religious Education ext. 110 
Carolann Darling – MS Youth Minister ext. 109 
Lynn Kingston – Business Manager ext. 106 
Diana Oravec – School Principal 273-2707 
Sr. Elise Quigley – Administrative Assistant. ext. 101 
Ginny Seacord – Office Manager ext. 102 
Gary Vrabel – Music Ministry ext. 111 
��

���������������Contact Information �
Immaculate Conception School – 273-2707 
http://schools.dor.org/ic/ 
Religious Education Office – 273-6121 ext. 109 
Sacramental Preparation – 273-6121 ext.113 
IC Inspirational Gift Shop  – 273-6363 
Calvary Cemetery – 272-5780 
  
                Sacrament of Baptism 
A baptism preparation session is required before  
the baptism of your child. Please call 273-6121 prior 
to  the due date for an appointment. 
 

             Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday afternoon from 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

                Sacrament of Marriage 
Please call 273-6121 at least 6 months in advance of 
your anticipated wedding date. 
 

                  Anointing of the Sick 
Please call 273-6121 to request this sacrament. 
                         
                       Hospitalizations 
Please call 273-6121 if your loved one is in the hospital. 

Renewing the Earth: A Sacramental Universe 
Issued by NCCB/USCC, November 14, 1991  

 
The whole universe is God's dwelling. Earth, a very small, 

uniquely blessed corner of that universe, gifted with unique natu-
ral blessings, is humanity's home, and humans are never so 

much at home as when God dwells with them. In the beginning, 
the first man and woman walked with God in the cool of the day. 
Throughout history, people have continued to meet the Creator 
on mountaintops, in vast deserts, and alongside waterfalls and 
gently flowing springs. In storms and earthquakes, they found 

expressions of divine power. In the cycle of the seasons and the 
courses of the stars, they have discerned signs of God's fidelity 
and wisdom. We still share, though dimly, in that sense of God's 

presence in nature. But as heirs and victims of the industrial 
revolution, students of science and the beneficiaries of technol-

ogy, urban-dwellers and jet-commuters, twenty-first-century 
Americans have also grown estranged from the natural scale and 

rhythms of life on earth. 
 

For many people, the environmental movement has reawakened 
appreciation of the truth that, through the created gifts of nature, 
men and women encounter their Creator. The Christian vision of 

a sacramental universe–a world that discloses the Creator's 
presence by visible and tangible signs–can contribute to making 
the earth a home for the human family once again. In 1990 Pope 
John Paul II called for Christians to respect and protect the envi-

ronment, so that through nature people can "contemplate the 
mystery of the greatness and love of God." 

 
Reverence for the Creator present and active in nature, more-

over, may serve as ground for environmental responsibility. For 
the very plants and animals, mountains and oceans, which in 

their loveliness and sublimity lift our minds to God, by their fragil-
ity and perishing likewise cry out, "We have not made ourselves." 
God brings them into being and sustains them in existence. It is 
to the Creator of the universe, then, that we are accountable for 
what we do or fail to do to preserve and care for the earth and all 
its creatures. For "the earth is the LORD'S and all its fullness; the 
world and those who dwell in it" (Ps 24:1). Dwelling in the pres-
ence of God, we begin to experience ourselves as part of crea-
tion, as stewards within it, not separate from it. As faithful stew-
ards, fullness of life comes from living responsibly within God's 

creation. 
 

Stewardship implies that we must both care for creation accord-
ing to standards that are not of our own making and at the same 
time be resourceful in finding ways to make the earth flourish. It 
is a difficult balance, requiring both a sense of limits and a spirit 
of experimentation. Even as we rejoice in earth's goodness and 
in the beauty of nature, stewardship places upon us responsibil-

ity for the well-being of all God's creatures. 
                                                            

                                                           Submitted by Lynn Kingston 



EUCHARISTIC INTENTIONS 
MONDAY, November 23 
 10:30 AM    Helen Wilkins    (req. by the Hamrock Families  
                                      (Lakeside Mass) 
 12:10 PM   Leo Maliski      (req. by the Torchia Family) 
TUESDAY, November 24  
   7:00 AM   Brien Field     (req. by George & Ginny Field) 
WEDNESDAY, November 25 
   7:00  AM   Deceased Members of the Golway &Edsall Families 
                              (req. by Mary Edsall-Golway) 
THURSDAY, November 26—Thanksgiving Day 
   9:00 AM    Special Intention     (req. by Aurora Valenti) 
 FRIDAY,  November 27 
   7:00 AM          No Mass  
SATURDAY, November 28  
    4:30 PM   Deceased Members of the Anthony & Mary Mazza 
                                      Family    (req. by Rose Mazza) 
SUNDAY, November 29  
    8:30 AM   Stephen & Ann Raponi   (req. by Frank & Jean Raponi) 
  10:30 AM   Raymond Robideau     (req. by Kerman Glaser) 
 

BUILDING PEACE WITH JUSTICE  
Jesus tells Pilate that His mission is “to testify to the truth.” As 
we listen to the immigration debate we hear many “truth 
claims.”  Yes, some immigrants do not have documents and 
a country has a right to control its borders. Yes, people who 
face abject poverty in Mexico, Honduras, and Guatemala 
seek employment in the United States to support their fami-
lies and prevent starvation. 
Reflection:  In this debate which “truths” claim our allegiance 
as followers of Christ?  
 

SPECIAL MINISTRIES COLLECTION  
Next week’s special collection is a Special Ministries 
collection. The receipts from this collection will be 
used to assist and support our Tuesday Food Pantry. 
In these difficult times it is critical to help those in 

need. We thank you for your generosity to this worthy cause. 
 

ST. BERNARD’S SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND  
 MINISTRY 

As part of the third year of Spirit Alive, St. Bernard’s is host-
ing a special lecture series, Great Leaders of Catholic Disci-
pleship on Friday, December 4th. The day begins at 9:30 AM 
with a look at ancient Christian discipleship through the life 
and theology of St. Augustine of Hippo presented by Father 
George Heyman. At 11:00 AM the series continues with a 
look at the contributions of the Medieval mystic Julian of Nor-
wich by Sister Nancy Hawkins, IHM. At 1:00 PM the day con-
cludes with an examination of the work of Thomas Merton 
with Dr. Christine Bochen. Each lecture and discussion is 
$10.00 The series is $25.00 with the option to purchase 
lunch. For registration log on to www.stbernards.edu and look 
under EVENTS. 
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ACT THANKSGIVING SERVICE  
Area Congregations Together (ACT) will have their an-
nual Multi-Faith Thanksgiving service next Sunday, No-
vember 22nd at the First Baptist Church, on DeWitt 
Park. Service begins at 3:00 PM. This year’s service 
centers on the theme of religious liberty, and will include 
readings, reflections, prayer and meditation from diverse 
faith traditions. A time of light refreshment and conversa-
tion will follow the service. Please plan to join ACT and 
area religious congregations for this moment of gratitude 
and reflection in a busy season! 

GIVING TREE  
Please take a tag from our Christmas Giving Tree and return 
the gift with the tag attached  no later than December 
13th so that we may get them ready for families to pick up.  
We thank you for your generous spirit of giving to make 
others happy! God bless! 

PLEASE HELP US WITH THE NEW EMAIL 
LISTSERV 

As members of the Parish Council and Community 
Team of Immaculate Conception, we are personally 
invested in the well-being of parishioners and im-
passioned about the development of our community. 
Community is an essential element of parish life, 
and we grow in faith as we mutually support each 
other in worship and service. 
 
One important element of community is communica-
tion. As such, one of our new service goals as a 
Community Team is to create an e-mail listserv. 
This electronic method of contact will facilitate the 
timely exchange of information. Via the listserv, Fa-
ther Leo, the Parish Council and all those involved 
in ministries will be able to disseminate information 
to parishioners on a large scale very quickly, eco-
nomically and in a way that will help us save paper, 
thereby allowing us to be better stewards of the 
planet. 
 
The listserv will make it easier for parishioners to 
find out about, participate in, and attend, church 
events. To help us in meeting our goal of having the 
listserv running by January 1st, 2010, we ask you to 
e-mail your address to our dedicated address: 
churchemail@immconch.org. Use the word 
“listserv ” as the subject  of your message to us, 
and in the body  of your message, include all the 
names covered under your submitted e-mail ad-
dress, as well as a contact phone number so that 
we may verify the information in case there is an 
error in the data. This listserv will be absolutely con-
fidential, and will solely be used for the purposes of 
disseminating information regarding parish activities.  
 
Thank you in advance for your interest in the Im-
maculate Conception listserv. We are excited to 
serve you and to spread Jesus’ Gospel message 
one e-mail at a time!    Maria DiFrancesco and Beth 
Mielbrecht  
 

Internet mailing will save us all: 
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Our Offering to the Lord 
November 15,  2009  

Collection 2009                                          $7,198 
 Budgeted ($10,118 weekly)                      $202,360 
       Actual Collections: wk 20 of FY       $183,227 
       OVER/(UNDER) to date                   ($19,133) 
Collection  2008                                         $8,586 
************************************************* 
School Support Fund  2009                       $1,816 
School Support Fund  2008                       $2,074 
************************************************* 
Attendance  2009                                        776       
Attendance  2008                                         801 
*************************************************  
We appreciate the suggestion of gifts to Immaculate Con-
ception Church or School in obituary notices as a fitting 
and respectful way to honor deceased parishioners. 

COME HOLY SPIRIT… 
Last Monday, November 16th, 17 members 
from our Parish received the Holy Spirit in the 
celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation . 

Special blessings go out to: Emilia Chrostowska, Eric 
Chrostowski, Philip Durnford, Nicholas Gualtieri, James 
Guidi, Stephanie Hoyt, Nicholas John, Jason Kotmel, 
Joshua Kotmel. Marcela Marquez, Cassandra Martin, Jo-
seph Mecenas, Ronald Mielbrecht, Samantha O’Connor, 
Deanna Schaffer, Mercedez Tilton, and Gavin Waight. 
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS  
The next Adult Faith Formation gathering will be on Thurs-
day, December 10th, in Carges Hall, after the 12:10 Mass.  
Please bring a lunch and refreshments will be provided.  All 
are invited to attend. This session we will be sharing a DVD 
about Our Lady of Guadalupe whose feast is December 
12th 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SHOP  
The Immaculate Conception Inspirational Gift Shop is  now 
ready for Advent and Christmas with newly decorated Ad-
vent wreaths at $14.95 and Advent candles and calendars, 
seasonal daily prayer books, Nativity ornaments and much 
more to make it a meaningful Christmas. There is also a 
great selection of children’s items. Stop in early for the best 
choices. 
Volunteers needed: The shop needs you. You could work 
one Sunday morning a month and really make a difference. 
Please call Sharon at 273-6363 if you are available. 

KEEPING THE SPIRIT ALIVE  
You are being outstanding in your contributions. 
We have $22,290 or 43.13% of our goal. Thank 
you for the sacrifices you are willing to make so 
we may better serve those in need, whatever the 

need. Your contributions help us to receive support from 
our Diocesan Pastoral Offices in Rochester . One out-
standing area has been the use of Audio-Visual Materi-
als which we have been using this year for our Sacramen-
tal Programs and our Adult Faith Formation Sessions.  
Remember —no contribution is too small—for our ultimate 
goal is to have 100% participation. You may go on line to 
view the video if you missed it or to make a donation at 
www.dor.org. May God continue to bless your out-
standing generosity! 

 
HEARTS’ CRY SPONSOR NEEDED 

Sanhith Gayam is an 11 year old Catholic boy currently in 
the 4th grade at the VVHS School in Mattampally, India. 
He likes to dance and wishes to study engineering. He 
lives with his grandparents and his 13 year old sister, 
Shruthi. His father, an alcoholic, and his mother live in a 
nearby village and work at a boys’ hostel as day laborers. 
The family income is $300 per year.  If you are able to 
help sponsor Sanhith, please contact Cristen Bonacci at 
273-3295. 
 

IC BOOSTER CLUB TICKETS….  
are now available at the Parish Center or from one of our 
many sellers. Tickets are $25.00 and each ticket gives you 
71 chances to win any amount from $100 to $500. In past 
years some numbers have come out more than once dur-
ing the 71 days. All proceeds go to help support our Im-
maculate Conception School. Booster tickets make great 
Christmas gifts or stocking stuffers! First drawing: Febru-
ary 8th. 
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SANCTUARY LAMP   
 Our sanctuary lamp will burn this week in memory of  
  Bill Gombash from Ruth and children. 

CELL PHONE USERS……. 
Please be sure phones are turned off and, out of 
respect for the Blessed Sacrament,  please do 
not use them while in church. Thank you! 

Please pray for the sick of our parish and the 
men and women in service to our country 

 


