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   George Green Parish Center  
    113 N. Geneva St. 
    Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 
      607- 273-6121 
    www.immconch.org 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Sun. 8:00 a.m. – Noon 

Immaculate Conception Staff Connection 

ADVENT—A TIME TO PREPARE AND RE-
JOICE 

 
Advent is the most countercultural season of all for 
Christians. The whole secular world is bent on buying 
and selling, partying, rushing around and worrying. Psy-
chiatrists say this time of year is the most stressful of all. 
We have so much fear and guilt over the birth of the 
One who came to take away our fear and guilt! 
The Advent Season has always been a special time of 
grace and celebration for Christians. The themes speak 
to some of our deepest human longings: for peace, for 
hope, for light amid darkness, for the coming of a 
Savior. 
We can look at our own ways of keeping this time of 
Advent holy. We need to be a people of quiet, instead of 
stress. How can we prepare without pressure? 
December is the darkest month of the year. It reminds us 
of the darkness and cold of the world without Jesus 
Christ. Candles are lit on our Advent wreaths and on our 
tables to “curse the darkness” in a world without Jesus 
Christ. 
We can fast instead of “stuffing” ourselves, reminding 
ourselves of the spiritual hungers we have that only Je-
sus can fill. 
We can be people waiting—taking time to “smell the 
roses” even in December. People need our cheerfulness 
in the midst of busyness, our patience to “be” for others. 
{Jesus says in Matthew’s Gospel—the gift you have 
received (the gift of who you are)—give as a gift}.  
(selected thoughts from “Spirit of Advent” by Martin 
Pable, OFM Cap. ) 
Let us pray this Advent that we, as individuals, as a na-
tion, and our world may come to the realization that now 
is the time to “beat our swards into ploughshares” as 
Isaiah 2:4 challenges us to do. May the Prince of Peace 
find peace in our hearts at his coming so that this may be 
part of who we are and how we live each day of our 
lives.  
“To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.” Psalm 25:1—do 
with me whatever you desire… 

Sister Edna Slyck, RSM 

             
Parish Mission Statement 
 "We are the people of Immaculate Conception  (est. 1860) 
in Ithaca, NY (Tompkins County), a Parish of the Roman 
Catholic Church of the Diocese of Rochester. Inclusive and 
rich in   diversity, we joyfully embrace our baptismal 
 call to worship, celebrate sacramental life,  nurture spiri-
tual growth, foster lifelong faith  formation, minister to oth-
ers, share our gifts  of time, talent and treasure, and affirm 
the  Good News of Jesus Christ.  We seek to  welcome eve-
ryone no matter where they are  in their spiritual journey."  
 

                    Parish Staff 
Fr. Leo Reinhardt – Pastor / Sacramental 
Preparation ext. 113 
Sr. Edna Slyck – Pastoral Associate for RCIA, 
Liturgy, Evangelization ext. 108 
Rich Rasmussen – HS Youth Minister,  
Administrator of Religious Education ext. 110 
Carolann Darling – MS Youth Minister ext. 109 
Lynn Kingston – Business Manager ext. 106 
Diana Oravec – School Principal 273-2707 
Sr. Elise Quigley – Administrative Assistant. ext. 101 
Ginny Seacord – Office Manager ext. 102 
Gary Vrabel – Music Ministry ext. 111 
��

���������������Contact Information �
Immaculate Conception School – 273-2707 
http://schools.dor.org/ic/ 
Religious Education Office – 273-6121 ext. 109 
Sacramental Preparation – 273-6121 ext.113 
IC Inspirational Gift Shop  – 273-6363 
Calvary Cemetery – 272-5780 
  
                Sacrament of Baptism 
A baptism preparation session is required before  
the baptism of your child. Please call 273-6121 prior 
to  the due date for an appointment. 
 

             Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday afternoon from 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

                Sacrament of Marriage 
Please call 273-6121 at least 6 months in advance of 
your anticipated wedding date. 
 

                  Anointing of the Sick 
Please call 273-6121 to request this sacrament. 
                         
                       Hospitalizations 
Please call 273-6121 if your loved one is in the hospital. 
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EUCHARISTIC INTENTIONS 
MONDAY, November 30  
 12:10 PM   Ruth Kirby       (req. by the Kirby Family) 
TUESDAY, December 1  
   7:00 AM   Nancy Nazer     (req. by Peggy Lohmeyer) 
WEDNESDAY, December 2 
   7:00  AM  Joan Belous Griffiths    (req. by Teresa Sitch) 
THURSDAY, December 3 
  12:10 PM  Andrew “Gene” Schultz   (req. by Mary Bowers) 
 FRIDAY,  December 4 
   7:00 AM   John Halloran     (req. by John & Peggy Keating)       
SATURDAY, December 5  
    4:30 PM   Jim & Barbara Manning—45th Wedding Anniversary 
                                    (req. by the Manning Family) 
SUNDAY, December 6  
    8:30 AM   Elsa & Luigi Sposito   (req. y Leo & Emilia Sposito) 
  10:30 AM   Col. James Leo Trayers   (req. by Priscilla Tennant) 
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS  
The next Adult Faith Formation gathering will be on Thurs-
day, December 10th, in Carges Hall, after the 12:10 Mass.  
Please bring a lunch and refreshments will be provided.  All 
are invited to attend. This session we will be sharing a DVD 
about Our Lady of Guadalupe. Her feast is December 12th. 
 

RITE OF ACCEPTANCE 
This weekend during the 10:30 Mass  we will be celebrating 
the Rite of Acceptance for our RCIA/RCIC (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults and Children). Our Catechumens (those 
never Baptized) and Candidates (those seeking Full Com-
munion with the Catholic Church) will celebrate this with their 
sponsors.  This year we welcome the following Catechu-
mens : Christine Hendrick, Parker Hubbell, Quinton Hubbell, 
Reid Hubbell, Spencer Hubbell, Andrew Miller and Dongming 
Shen. We also welcome our Candidates : Katherine Friend, 
Jeffrey Horton, Thanh Kim Le, and Evan Miller. (You can 
meet them through their pictures which are hanging in the 
case at the Geneva Street entrance to Church.) During this 
Rite they are formally accepted as Catechumens and Candi-
dates in our RCIA/RCIC Process. Father Leo will also ask us 
if we are ready to help them follow Christ. We can do this by 
our prayers and reaching out to them with our welcome and 
hospitality.  
 

VOCATION AWARENESS  
In today’s reading, Paul prays, “May the Lord make you in-
crease and abound in love for one another and for all” .Each 
of us is called, in a unique way, to share God’s love with 
those around us. Some of us are called to do that as hus-
bands or wives; some, as parents; some as holy single peo-
ple. Every once in a while, women and men are called to 
share God’s love with others through a rewarding life as a 
priest, deacon, sister or brother. Have you ever wondered if 
God may be calling you? Would you like to talk to someone 
about it? Please contact the Office of Vocation Awareness at 
(585)461-2890. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS TO….  

Frank and Teresa Ferrara who celebrate their 
55th wedding anniversary this week. We ask 
God to bless them and give them many more 
happy years! 
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DECEMBER HOLY HOUR 
Our December Holy Hour will be on next Saturday, De-
cember 5th at 6:00 PM. The theme is: Creating a Wel-
coming Nest. Please plan on coming and spending 
some quality time with the Lord as we begin this holy 
season of Advent. 
 

ADVENT...REMEMBER, REPENT, REHEARSE!  
Give yourself a day during Advent to listen, reflect and 
unwind in the midst of the secular busyness, Notre 
Dame Retreat House in Canandaigua will present a day 
of prayer, Advent. Remember, Repent, Rehearse, on 
Tuesday, December 15th, directed by Father Mike 
Sergi,C.Ss.R. The day begins with coffee and pastries at 
9:00 AM, 9:30 AM conference, lunch at noon, Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation at 1:00 PM and Mass at 2:00 PM. 
To make a reservation, please call (585)394-5700. Fee 
for the day is $15.00.  

 
ST. BERNARD’S SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND  

 MINISTRY 
As part of the third year of Spirit Alive, St. Bernard’s is 
hosting a special lecture series, Great Leaders of Catho-
lic Discipleship on Friday, December 4th. The day be-
gins at 9:30 AM with a look at ancient Christian disciple-
ship through the life and theology of St. Augustine of 
Hippo presented by Father George Heyman. At 11:00 
AM the series continues with a look at the contributions 
of the Medieval mystic Julian of Norwich by Sister Nancy 
Hawkins, IHM. At 1:00 PM the day concludes with an 
examination of the work of Thomas Merton with Dr. 
Christine Bochen. Each lecture and discussion is $10.00 
The series is $25.00 with the option to purchase lunch. 
For registration log on to www.stbernards.edu and look 
under EVENTS. 
 

BUILDING PEACE WITH JUSTICE  
The Gospel for this first Sunday of Advent calls us to live 
in hopeful anticipation of the second coming of Jesus. 
How are we to live hope-filed lives when the world is 
caught up in so much human suffering, conflict, eco-
nomic uncertainty? In his first encyclical, Deus Caritas 
Est, Pope Benedict XVI teaches us that love is the way: 
Love of neighbor, grounded in the love of God, is 
first and foremost a responsibility for each indivi d-
ual member of the faithful, but it is also a respon si-
bility for the entire ecclesial community at every 
level.” 
Reflection:  How can love of neighbor help us think 
about challenging issues, such as immigration reform? 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS AND 
DECORATIONS 

If you wish to contribute ($10.00) to-
wards the Christmas decorations and 
flowers in memory of a loved one, 
please stop by the Parish Center any 
time before Monday, December 14th. 
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Our Offering to the Lord 
November 22,  2009  

Collection 2009                                          $7,654 
 Budgeted ($10,118 weekly)                      $212,478 
       Actual Collections: wk 21 of FY       $190,881 
       OVER/(UNDER) to date                   ($21,597) 
Collection  2008                                         $7,259 
************************************************* 
Elevator Fund  2009                                   $3,630 
************************************************* 
Attendance  2009                                         760       
Attendance  2008                                         763 
*************************************************  
We appreciate the suggestion of gifts to Immaculate Con-
ception Church or School in obituary notices as a fitting 
and respectful way to honor deceased parishioners. 

BLESSING OF EXPECTANT MOTHERS  
There will be a blessing for expectant mothers at the 
masses on the weekend of December 19th and 20th. 
Please call the Parish Center to let us know what Mass you 
will be attending on that weekend. 

 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SHOP  

The Immaculate Conception Inspirational Gift Shop is   
ready for Advent and Christmas with newly decorated Ad-
vent wreaths at $14.95 and Advent candles and calendars, 
seasonal daily prayer books, Nativity ornaments and much 
more for a meaningful Christmas. There are also many chil-
dren’s items. Stop in early for the best choices. 
Volunteers needed: The shop needs you. You could work 
one Sunday morning a month and really make a difference. 
Please call Sharon at 273-6363 if you are available. 
 

KEEPING THE SPIRIT ALIVE  
We are so grateful for the sacrifices you are 
making to help our Catholic Ministries Appeal. 
You are being outstanding in your contributions. 

We have $27,413.88 or 53.04% of our goal. Last year our 
contributions were $24,870 or 50% of our goal. Thank you 
for the sacrifices you are willing to make so we may better 
serve those in need, whatever the need. Your contribu-
tions help us to receive support from our Diocesan Pas-
toral Offices in Rochester . Remember —no contribution 
is too small—for our ultimate goal is to have 100% partici-
pation. You may go on line to view the video if you missed 
it or to make a donation at www.dor.org. May God con-
tinue to bless your outstanding generosity! 

 
SAVE THE DATE…. 

for a dish-to-pass dinner after the 5:30 PM Mass on Tues-
day, December 8th—the feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion. 

 
HEARTS’ CRY SPONSOR NEEDED 

Sanhith Gayam is an 11 year old Catholic boy currently in 
the 4th grade at the VVHS School in Mattampally, India. 
He likes to dance and wishes to study engineering. He 
lives with his grandparents and his 13 year old sister, 
Shruthi. His father, an alcoholic, and his mother live in a 
nearby village and work at a boys’ hostel as day laborers. 
The family income is $300 per year.  If you are able to 
help sponsor Sanhith, please contact Cristen Bonacci at 
273-3295. 

 
IC BOOSTER CLUB TICKETS….  

are now available at the Parish Center, the Immaculate 
Conception School office and from any one of our many 
supportive sellers. Tickets are $25.00 and each ticket 
gives you 71 chances to win any amount from $100 to 
$500.  All proceeds go to help support our Immaculate 
Conception School. Booster tickets make great Christmas 
gifts or stocking stuffers! The first drawing February 8th. 
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SANCTUARY LAMP   
 Our sanctuary lamp will burn this week in memory of  
  Leo Maliski from the Maliski Family. 

GIVING TREE  
Please  return gifts, with the tag attached, no later than 
December 13th so that we may get them ready for families 
to pick up.  We thank you for your generous spirit of giving 
to make others happy! God bless! 


