Parish Mission Statement

We are the people of Immaculate Conception (est. 1860) in Ithaca, NY (Tompkins County), a Parish of the Roman
Catholic Church of the Diocese of Rochester. Inclusive and rich in diversity, we joyfully embrace our baptismal call
to worship, celebrate sacramental life, nurture spiritual growth, foster lifelong faith formation, minister to others,
share our gifts of time, talent and treasure, and affirm the Good News of Jesus Christ. We seek to welcome everyone
no matter where they are in their spiritual journey.

| ~December 112011~ |

Staff Connection...

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL DEC. 7, 2011
We started with our time of prayer & reflection based on Isa.40:1-5,9-11 from the Second Sunday of
Advent. The questions were: How & when do you experience the gift of God’s comfort in your life?
Within the celebration of the sacraments, how do you receive God’s comfort? How does our parish
family extend God’s comfort to others?
During the last few meetings members of the parish staff have given presentations about their jobs
& vision for the parish. The council is in the process of establishing new goals for the next 3 years.
Tonight’s session was involved with brainstorming areas where these goals could be established:
e MINISTRY TO THE ELDERLY (CONTACTING HOMEBOUND & ESTABLISHING
MINISTRY TO THE ELDERLY)
MODERNIZATION OF PARISH BUILDINGS (SOLAR PANELYS)
CHURCH AMENITIES (crying room; hearing impaired)
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE
MUSIC ENHANCEMENT
FAMILY GUIDANCE COUNCILING
LIFE LONG FAITH FORMATION
CATHOLIC INFLUENCE IN MODERN DAY SOCIETY
PARISH DEVOTIONS & HIGHTLIGHTING MAJOR CELEBRATIONS (GOOGLE
CALENDER)
HELPING PARISH TO BE AWARE OF SOCIAL SERVICES AVAILABLE
EMPHASIS ON FAMILY
INVITATION TO YOUTH TO AREAS OF MINISTRY
ESTABLISHING “NEIGHBORHOOD” GROUPS/COMMUNITIES
SCHOOL
ADULTS BEING MORE WELCOMING TO PARENTS WITH FAMILIES

Any parishioner who has an idea for a goal (i.e. a brief, clear statement of an outcome to be reached
within 3-5 years. It is a broad, general description that sets forth -not-how something is to be done,
but rather what the results will look like) is invited to fill out a voice from the pew card & drop it
into the collection, or submit it to a member of the Pastoral Council or address a note to me before
the next council meeting (Jan.4). Please sign these statements so you can be contacted if further
clarification is necessary.  Fr. Leo

Immaculate Conception Church
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37TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — DECEMBER 11, 2011

Date Mass Intentions The Week Ahead...
Sunday 8:30AM—Michael R. Slade from The Colbert Family SUNDAY, DEC 11
12-11 10:30AM—Angelo Bergamini from Leo & Emilia Sposito 8:30/10:30—COFFEE HOUR—PARISH HALL
11:45A—Y0oUTH GROUPS—SCHOOL
. 5P—F BASED—P H
Monday | 12:10PM—Deceased Members of the Vanek & Marraffino AIYEASED 7 PARISH AL
. . MoNDAY, DEC 12
12-12 Families from Jaroslav & Wilda Vanek
1P—ROSARY MAKING—PARISH CENTER
Tuesday | 7AM—Bruno Kozak by Marilyn Powell 6:30P—COMTEMPORARY CHOIR—SCHOOL
12-13 TUESDAY, DEC 13
: : : — 11A—F00D PANTRY DISTRIBUTION BEGINS
Wednesday |7AM—IJim Maginsky by The Smith & Kay Families @1PM—CARGES HALL
12-14 7P—TRADITIONAL CHOIR— CHURCH
Thursday | 12:10PM—Eva M. Sharlow by The Parks Family 7P—CHRISTMAS CONCERT & PAGEANT-SCHOOL
12-15 WEDNESDAY, DEC 14
: : 10:45A—SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY—
Friday 7AM—Rose Knight Speno by Patrica Ann Speno PARISH CENTER
12-16 THURSDAY, DEC 15
Saturday | 4:30PM—Thomas Speno by Patrica Ann Speno 12:40P—ADULT FAITH FORMATION—
12-17 PARISH HALL
Sunday  |8:30AM—Deceased Members of Douglas Stone Sr. Family | SATURDAY, DEC 17
12-18 By Pat Darling 4:30P—BAPTISM MASS—CHURCH
10:30AM—Ann Maliski Diller by Mona Miller 6P—MOTHER/SON-FATHER/DAUGHER
DANCE—SCHOOL
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SUNDAY, DEC 18

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL (CMA)
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11:30A—RCIA-ST. CATHERINES-MASS/CLASS
11:45A—YOUTH GROUPS—SCHOOL
5P—FAMILY BASED—PARISH HALL

Christmas is not a time nor a season, but a state of
mind.
in mercy, is to have the real spirit of Christmas.

To cherish peace and goodwill, to be plenteous

BLESSING FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS & DECORATIONS
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Collection 2011 $ 12,778
Budgeted ($10,118 weekly) $ 232,714
% - % 01 (1 2 196,662
3 45§89 .45: $ (36,052)
Collection 2010 $ 11,537
Building Maintenance 2011 $ 1,659
Building Maintenance 2010 $ 1,659
\
Attendance 2011 892
Attendance 2010 737
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CMA APPEAL
STEP BY STEP—BUILDING THE FAITH
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nvest just five minutes o day, and your faith will
deepen and grow—a day at a time.

Sunpay, Decemeer 11, 2011
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Nothing too great to bear
In his book God, I Have Issues, author Mark
Thibodeaux, S.J. recounts an encounter with
a black bear while hiking alone in the woods of New Mexico.
Thibodeaux manages to let out a roar that he “had not thought
possible for any human being.” His roar scares oft the bear—
twice! Later in prayer he wonders, Why the bear? God responds,
“You see, I have hidden resources inside you that you cannot
even fathom. Remember that the next time you face a seemingly
insurmountable problem.” Every difficulty, every hardship, every
problem is an opportunity to experience the infinite extent of
our inner resources, also known as God. Otherwise, how will we
know?

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-

24; Johm 1:6-8, 19-28 (8)

“Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all civeumstances give

thanks.”

Monpay, DecemBer 12 Feast oF Our Laby oF GUADALUPE
Mary, Mary, quite extraordinary!
Imagine being a poor, unwed village girl who learns she will give
birth and can’t imagine how or why it is happening. That is the
situation Mary found herself in when she received the news that
she would bear a son and name him Jesus. How would you re-
act? Denial? Refusal? Hysteria? Flight? Mary chose none of these
options. Though she didn’t understand, she trusted the mes-
senger of the Lord, responding: “Behold, I am the handmaid of
the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” What
courage! What faith! What a role model for us all!

TODAY’S READINGS: Zechariah 2:14-17 or Revelation 11:19a;

12:1-6a, 10ab; Luke 1:26-38 or 1:39-47 (690A)

“Nothing will be impossible for God.”

Tuespay, Decemser 13
MEMORIAL OF LucY, VIRGIN, MARTYR
A spark tums into flame
Little is known about the life of Saint Lucy beyond the fact that
as a young woman she was accused of being a Christian and mar-
tyred in Syracuse (now part of Sicily) in 304. Yet a rich tradition
of stories and images of a brave and steadfast disciple of Christ
have built up around these spare details. Indeed, Lucy is one of
the “remnant” of humble and lowly people left in our midst who
light the way to Christ. Imagine the legacy you can leave for
generations to come with a simple trace of faith.

TODAY’S READINGS: 1 Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Matthew 21:28-

32 (188)

“But I will leave as a remnant in your midst a people humble

and lowly.”

WEeDNEsDAY, Decemser 14

Feast oF JOHN OF THE CROSS, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Don't be left in the dark

Darkness can be terrifying, whether the pitch black of the night
sky or the desolation felt at low points in life. Saint John of the
Cross was no astronomer or psychologist, but he knew profound
darkness. The Carmelite mystic of 16th-century Spain struggled
to understand and articulate the challenges a person faces as she
or he grows closer to God. You’d think it would get easier, but,
as Saint John notes, it gets harder and harder to unhook from
the things that keep us from God, distracting us from our truest

selves. John’s poetry speaks of the transformative power of this
dark night of the soul: “Oh, night that guided me, / Oh, night
more lovely than the dawn.” Where do you find God transform-
ing your dark nights into dawn?

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 45:0b-8, 18, 216-25; Luke 7:18b-23 (189)

“T am the Lovd, theve is no other; 1 form the light, and create the

darkness.”

THURSDAY, DecemBer 15 Apvent weekpar
Can you spare some change?
Many people would have a hard time with the idea that God
can change. Isn’t God supposed to be unchanging? Wouldn’t
thinking anything less be wrong and maybe even downright
blasphemous? In a way, yes. Only God—being God—gets the
superlatives: all-knowing, all-powerful, eternal, ever the same.
We humans, though, can’t make those claims. We tell a human
story of God to express what we believe, and we know from our
experience that relationships have their ups and downs. While
God may not change, our relationship to God has and does, and
that fact should not be a source of consternation but of hope for
and faith in a divine love that is always offered to us.

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 54:1-10; Luke 7:24-30 (190)

“For a brief moment 1 abandoned you, but with great tenderness

I will take you back.”

FriDAY, DECEMBER 16  ApVENT WEEKDAY
No batteries required to be a true Christmas light
There is no doubt that while Christmas is a Christian feast and
the holiday has touched the world, sometimes it feels more like
an ever-expanding brand than a gift. Wouldn’t it be wonderful
if each LED light (sold in packages of 50 for only $6.95!) were
actually displayed to glow in praise of a loving, incarnate God
rather than to win the prize for who has used the most electricity
on the block? But while we regret the commercialization of the
holiday, it’s important to take right steps at home, as Catholic
Christian families, to abandon materialism for the sake of the
environment—our Christian environment.

ToDAY’s READINGS: Isaiah 56:1-3a, 6-8; John 5:33-36 (191)

“Observe what is right, do what is just.”

SaturDAY, DECEMBER 17  Apvent weekpAY
Trace your holy family tree
The internet has given a boost to this already widespread fascina-
tion with genealogy. Any number of websites will do the research
for people who want to find out more about their ancestors.
Folks in the ancient world also took a keen interest in their
forebears. For them, where you came from and who came before
you had a lot to do with your social standing. It’s not surpris-
ing, then, that Jesus got the ancestry.com treatment not once but
twice in the gospels: in Matthew and Luke. While Matthew’s
version had some unexpected characters, it also traced Jesus back
to David and Abraham and therefore made him worthy of great
esteem. Advent is a good time to renew your acquaintance with
Christian tradition. Read a good history of the church, like Paul
Johnson’s A History of Christianity.

TODAY’S READINGS: Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 (193)

“The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the

son of Abraham.”

©2011 by TrueQuest Communications, L.L.C. PHoNE: 800-942-2811;
E-MAIL: mail @takefiveforfaith.com; WEBSITE: www. TakeFiveForFaith.com.
Licensed for noncommercial use. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotes come from the New American Bible.
Contributors: Alice Camille, Daniel Grippo, Father Larry Janowski, O.EM.,
Ann O’Connor, Joel Schorn, Patrice J. Tuohy, Sister Julic Vieira, [LH.M.
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nvest just five minutes a day, and your faith will
deepen and grow—a day at a time.

Take ;:{’}'

Sunpay, Decemser 18, 2011
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Coming to a manger near you

for Fai th
After somewhat of a rocky start with the

Dw"y rencwal
for busy Catholics
Philistine giant Goliath, David reached the

pinnacle of his career, ensconced in a palace, king of Israel. With
power, wealth, and leisure now at his disposal, David noticed
that the Ark of God was housed not in palatial splendor like
himself but rather in a mere tent. David magnanimously pledged
to build a temple for the Ark, but God gently rebuffed him, re-
minding him that it was God, not David, who brought him from
the brink of disaster to be king of God’s people. With David we
recall that God is the source of all that is good in our life. As we
await the arrival of God, not in a palace but in a stable, let us
pray for a spirit of gratitude for all that God has done.

ToDAY’S READINGS: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Romans

16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 (11)

“I have been with you wherever you went.”

MonpayY, DecemBer 19 Abvent WEEkDAY
Tum your heart toward children
After hearing of a newborn king in Bethlehem, King Herod
ordered the slaughter of all young male children in the village.
Truth be told, it has never been easy to be a child. Historian John
Boswell reveals in The Kindness of Strangers that child abandon-
ment was a common and often accepted practice from antiquity
until the Renaissance. Although strides have been made in child
welfare, abuse, neglect, and exploitation are still alarmingly
widespread. A society that puts children first has a great future
to look forward to. Be a voice for those who are still learning to
speak.

TODAY’s READINGS: Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25 (195)

“He will go before him in the spivit and power of Elijah to turn

the hearts of fathers toward children.”
TuespaY, DecemBer 20 Apvent weekpay
Find your bliss
Many people believe God has a special plan just for them—if only
they can figure out what it is! From this point of view, discover-
ing what God wants for a person is like a search for a missing
key: Find it, and you can get in; don’t, and you’re locked out.
Discerning what God may be calling you to, though, may be as
simple as seeing where, in the words of campus minister Sally
Willitzer in the 2011 issue of VISION magazine, you “can best
be an instrument of love in the world,” and that means not only
discovering where you can most effectively help others but also
what makes you happy.

TODAY’S READINGS: Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38 (196)

“Do not be afraid . . . for you have found favor with God.”

WEeDNEsDAY, Decemer 21

Feast oF Peter CANISIUS, PRIEST, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Give it your all

Saint Peter Canisius might have been what today we call a Type A
personality. He lived at a pace that illustrated his saying, “If

you have too much to do, with God’s help you will find time

to do it all.” Sometimes it seems that he #id do it all. He had a
master’s degree by 19, became a popular preacher, a founder of

the Catholic press, and a diplomat who used his gifts to bring
the challenge of Christian values into the marketplace. Whether
or not we have as much energy as Peter Canisius, the important
thing is to give what we have and do what we can.

TODAY’s READINGS: Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18a;

Lutke 1:39-45 (197)

“The Lord, your God, is in your midst, o mighty savior.”

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22  ADVENT WEEKDAY
Generous Christmas to you
The constant jingle-jangle of ads this time of year reminds us
that it is not too late to get into “the spirit of giving.” Most of
the time those words are followed by encouragement to run to
the local mall for last-minute shopping, but there are many other
ways to give as well. We can give of our time, lend an ear, share
our table, make a donation, deliver a gift to those who are less
fortunate. There are many ways to experience the special feeling
that comes from an act of generosity. If there is magic to the
season, that is surely it.

ToDAY’s READINGS: I Samuel 1:24-28; Luke 1:46-56 (198)

“He has filled the bungry with good things.”
FripAY, DECEMBER 23  ADVENT WEEKDAY
Say yes to the mess
Every birth is an unequivocal “yes” to life. We enter the com-
plexities on earth without any assurance that our lives will be
smooth and we won’t have difficulties. We don’t know whether
we will have a disability, experience the trauma of an earthquake
or a fire, or struggle with addiction, or feel deep loneliness. Yet
in spite of the insecurities, the unknowns, all the possible things
that could go wrong, we are somehow willing to risk for life, we
are willing to risk for love. Today, in the midst of the busyness of
Christmas preparations, take a moment to appreciate the courage
it takes to say yes. .

ToODAY’S READINGS: Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Luke 1:57-66 (199)

“What, then, will this child be?”

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24  ADVENT WEEKDAY
Peace is within our reach
The promise of peace is surely the greatest of all God’s rewards.
For a human race caught up in the throes of fear and competition
year in and year out, the idea that there is a path toward peace is
good news indeed. As Christians we believe Jesus was sent to us
by God for the specific purpose of showing us the way of peace.
Jesus is not only the Prince of Peace, he is peace itself. Embrace
Jesus and you embrace peace. Then, as promised, you will be
filled with a sense of wholeness, harmony, healing, and hope.
What more is there to proclaim but hallelujah!

TODAY’S READINGS: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Luke 1:67-

79 (200)

“The dawn firom on high shall break upon us, . . . to guide our feet

into the way of peace.”
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NEXT WEEK — 38TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
SECOND COLLECTION — SCHOOL SUPPORT
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G & ' * 0 + ) % ¥ Pastor/Sacramental Preparation
YOUTH & FAMILY
R ARARING Sr. Edna Slyck ext. 108 Rich Rasmussen ext. 110
“ llul t—'l‘ l ‘:}ul Pastoral Associate for RCIA, High School & Family Based
4% el Liturgy, Evangelization Carolann Darling ext. 109
Middle School
Jo-Anne Evanek ext. 101
1 Parish Administrative Assistant BULLETIN REQUESTS:
THEHG Tt ( ; E-mail: Jo-Anne Evanek @
Ginny Seacord ext. 102 jevanek@immconch.org
Office Manager no later than Tuesdays @ 4PM
Everyday Evangelization!
M’@ . G, WD Diana Oravec - Principal
IREFLECTION ON JESUS Administrative Assistant _IC School 273-2707
»  Use religious Christmas cards and stamps. Gary Vrabel ext. 111 http://schools.dor.org/ig
o Live an authentic Catholic life. The impact on others will be great.. Music Ministry Inspirational Gift Shop ~ 273-6363
Be not afraid Caloary Cemetery 220780




