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   George Green Parish Center  
    113 N. Geneva St. 
    Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 
      607- 273-6121 
    www.immconch.org 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Sun. 8:00 a.m. – Noon 

Immaculate Conception Staff Connection 

We’re Back! 
 It is hard to believe that we got back from the National 
Catholic Youth Conference nearly three weeks ago. I apolo-
gize that this report did not come sooner but I did want to take 
some time to reflect on our NCYC experience. 
 Once again NCYC was an unforgettable experience for 
over 20,000 young people and over 4000 adult chaperones. 
The four days were filled with memorable moments and faith 
enriching experiences. The most memorable experiences for 
the young people of Immaculate were Eucharistic Procession 
through the streets of Kansas City, the closing Mass on Satur-
day night, and speakers like Fr. Tony and Jason and Crysta-
lina Evert. I also enjoyed the Eucharistic Procession however, 
my other highlights were watching how excited our young 
people are to be Catholic and seeing how close our group be-
came over the course of those four days. It was also amazing 
to see how technology transformed this year’s NCYC experi-
ence. There were over 17,000 people streaming the general 
sessions and closing Mass online. This had a huge impact as 
one couple who was so impressed with what they were experi-
encing online and how excited the young people are about 
their faith that they pledged to match the $100,000 that was 
collected at the offertory during Mass. This money goes to-
ward supporting young people and parishes throughout the 
country to attend NCYC as well as other leadership develop-
ment opportunities for Catholic teens throughout our country.  
It is clear that this conference touched the lives of so many 
people and will have a long lasting impact in years to come. 
Even some of our own parishioners experienced NCYC 
online.  
 We hope to share this experience in the next month or so 
through a Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser. We hope to have some 
photo albums as well as a few of the teens share about their 
experience at that event. Keep your eyes on the bulletin for a 
date and time. Thanks for reading!           Rich 
 

             
Parish Mission Statement 
 "We are the people of Immaculate Conception  (est. 1860) 
in Ithaca, NY (Tompkins County), a Parish of the Roman 
Catholic Church of the Diocese of Rochester. Inclusive and 
rich in   diversity, we joyfully embrace our baptismal 
 call to worship, celebrate sacramental life,  nurture spiri-
tual growth, foster lifelong faith  formation, minister to oth-
ers, share our gifts  of time, talent and treasure, and affirm 
the  Good News of Jesus Christ.  We seek to  welcome eve-
ryone no matter where they are  in their spiritual journey."  
 

                    Parish Staff 
Fr. Leo Reinhardt – Pastor / Sacramental 
Preparation ext. 113 
Sr. Edna Slyck – Pastoral Associate for RCIA, 
Liturgy, Evangelization ext. 108 
Rich Rasmussen – HS Youth Minister,  
Administrator of Religious Education ext. 110 
Carolann Darling – MS Youth Minister ext. 109 
Lynn Kingston – Business Manager ext. 106 
Diana Oravec – School Principal 273-2707 
Sr. Elise Quigley – Administrative Assistant. ext. 101 
Ginny Seacord – Office Manager ext. 102 
Gary Vrabel – Music Ministry ext. 111 
��

���������������Contact Information �
Immaculate Conception School – 273-2707 
http://schools.dor.org/ic/ 
Religious Education Office – 273-6121 ext. 109 
Sacramental Preparation – 273-6121 ext.113 
IC Inspirational Gift Shop  – 273-6363 
Calvary Cemetery – 272-5780 
  
                Sacrament of Baptism 
A baptism preparation session is required before  
the baptism of your child. Please call 273-6121 prior 
to  the due date for an appointment. 
 

             Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday afternoon from 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

                Sacrament of Marriage 
Please call 273-6121 at least 6 months in advance of 
your anticipated wedding date. 
 

                  Anointing of the Sick 
Please call 273-6121 to request this sacrament. 
                         
                       Hospitalizations 
Please call 273-6121 if your loved one is in the hospital. 
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EUCHARISTIC INTENTIONS 
MONDAY, December 14  
 12:10 PM   Bud Pearson    (req. by the Pearson Family) 
TUESDAY, December 15  
   7:00 AM   Anna DePalma    (req. by the Haskell Family) 
WEDNESDAY, December 16 
   7:00  AM  Andrew Kowalski    (req. by the Kay Family) 
THURSDAY, December 17 
  12:10 PM   I.B. Alexander & Family   (req. by Gloria Scalise) 
 FRIDAY,  December 18 
   7:00 AM   John Caruso   (req. by the Taube Family) 
SATURDAY, December 19  
    4:30 PM   Aaron J. Corina    (req. by David & Marie Corina) 
SUNDAY, December 20  
    8:30 AM   Paul & Frances Gera   (req. by the IC Staff) 
  10:30 AM   Frances Lacey    (req. by Angelina Pirko) 
 

BLESSING OF EXPECTANT MOTHERS  
There will be a blessing for expectant mothers at the 
Masses on the weekend of December 19th and 20th. 
Please call the Parish Center by Monday, December 14th 
to let us know what Mass you will be attending on that 
weekend. 
 

RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
There will be a Reconciliation Service on Saturday, De-
cember 19th, at 1:00 PM in Church. Other confessors will 
be available at this time. Please note “calendar” in this 
bulletin for other Reconciliation Services in the region. 
 

HEARTS’ CRY SPONSOR NEEDED 
Sanhith Gayam is an 11 year old Catholic boy currently in 
the 4th grade at the VVHS School in Mattampally, India. 
He likes to dance and wishes to study engineering. He 
lives with his grandparents and his 13 year old sister, 
Shruthi. His father, an alcoholic, and his mother live in a 
nearby village and work at a boys’ hostel as day laborers. 
The family income is $300 per year.  If you are able to 
help sponsor Sanhith, please contact Cristen Bonacci at 
273-3285.  

 
BULLETIN NOTICES  

Notices for the parish bulletin must be in to the Parish 
Center by Monday morning of the week before it is to be 
printed. Bulletin is usually typed on Monday and Tuesday 
and run on Wednesday.  
 

IC BOOSTER CLUB TICKETS….  
are now available at the Parish Center. Tickets are $25.00 
and each gives you 71 chances to win any amount from 
$100 to $500. In past years some numbers have come out 
more than once during the 71 days. All proceeds go to 
help support our Immaculate Conception School. Booster 
tickets make great Christmas gifts or stocking stuffers! The 
first drawing is on Sunday, February 8th. 
 

HOLIDAY BAKE SALE  
St. Catherine’s Greek Orthodox Church invites you to their 
Holiday Bake Sale on Friday, December 18th from 7:00 
AM until noon or until sold out. For advance orders, please 
call 387-3428, or e-mail to ithacabaklava@aol.com 
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ADVENT...REMEMBER, REPENT,  
REHEARSE! 

Give yourself a day during Advent to listen, 
reflect and unwind in the midst of the secu-
lar busyness, Notre Dame Retreat House in 
Canandaigua will present a day of prayer, 

Advent. Remember, Repent, Rehearse, on Tuesday, De-
cember 15th, directed by Father Mike Sergi,C.Ss.R. The 
day begins with coffee and pastries at 9:00 AM, 9:30 AM 
conference, lunch at noon, Sacrament of Reconciliation at 
1:00 PM and Mass at 2:00 PM. 
To make a reservation, please call (585)394-5700. Fee for 
the day is $15.00.  
 

THE MAGNIFICAT, BWV 243  
The Magnificat is an Advent meditation on Mary’s answer 
of “yes” to God’s plan. This will be at All Saints Church on 
Sunday, December 13th at 3:00 PM. The Magnificat is one 
of the most beautiful of the cantatas from the New Testa-
ment. Bach ‘s setting of this beautiful text is one of the 
most expressive and profound versions of the canticle. 
This afternoon of music, prayer and reflection on God's 
call is open to all and is free of charge. 
 

CANTOR NEEDED 
The Music Ministry is looking for a cantor and/or someone 
to lead the congregation in song for the December 24th 
Christmas Eve Mass at 6:30 PM. Please contact Gary 
Vrabel at 273-6121 if you are available to do this. 
 

Friendship Donations Network  
We are writing to you today because we know you car e 
about the hungry in our community. This is Friendsh ip 
Donations Network’s (FDN), first plea for help in o ur 
21 years of service. FDN rescues 1200 to 2,000 lbs of 
fresh nutritious food from Ithaca food outlets dail y 
to feed the hungry, instead of ending up in the lan d-
fill. 
FDN is a lifeline to 2200 needy women, children and  
men. Our 245 volunteers from 26 hunger programs 
(including Immaculate Conception Food Pantry) colle ct 
the 700,000 lbs of mostly fresh excess food daily ( 364 
days per year); Christmas Day being the only excep-
tion. It is then redistributed to those in need 
through the pantry programs. Our “in-kind” donation s 
are valued at $2,326,400 this year. 
FDN is the only 'one-call' center for food donors i n 
this region. Our mission is to alleviate hunger, fo od 
insecurity and malnutrition through a coordinated e f-
fort of food gleaning and food recovery. The excess  
food we rescue from local merchants would ordinaril y 
be dumped and produce over-grown from local farmers  
would be plowed under. We also distribute quality 
clothing, personal and house-ware items.  IF YOU WO ULD 
LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE ANY NON-PERRISHABLE ITEMSTO THE 
FDN, THERE WILL BE COLLECTION BINSAT THE BACK OF 
CHURCH THESE NEXT FEW WEEKENDS. 
Because of the recession 50 million Americans are u n-
able to afford the basic necessities. Some rural fa mi-
lies that FDN serves were surviving on cat food 
(cheaper than pasta). Many children ate only one nu -
tritious meal a day, that being school lunch and nu m-
bers of seniors had to choose between paying for fo od, 
rent or medicine until they all found a nearby pant ry. 
A key to our continued success is your help.  If yo u 
would like to know or do more by way of making a gi ft 
today, please go to our website at http://
friendshipdonations.org  and read all about us.  
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                                                      Second Collection—School Support Fund  

Our Offering to the Lord 
December 6,  2009  

Collection 2009                                          $13,281 
 Budgeted ($10,118 weekly)                      $232,714 
       Actual Collections: wk 23 of FY       $210,796 
       OVER/(UNDER) to date                   ($21,918) 
Collection  2008                                         $12,094 
************************************************* 
Building Maintenance Fund  2009           $1,802 
Building Maintenance Fund  2008           $1,666 
************************************************* 
Attendance  2009                                         696     
Attendance  2008                                         818                                    
*************************************************  
We appreciate the suggestion of gifts to Immaculate Con-
ception Church or School in obituary notices as a fitting 
and respectful way to honor deceased parishioners.  

 BUILDING PEACE WITH JUSTICE  
“Don’t worry, be happy”, was a catchy phrase from a de-
lightful tune that was popular a few years ago. Those words 
sum up beautifully the essence of today’s Scripture read-
ings. They invite us to shout for joy because God’s love is 
very close at hand; ready to be born among us in Jesus. 
The readings encourage us to let go of our fears, our nega-
tive attitudes, all that weigh us down and rejoice in God’s all 
encompassing love. The joy of God’s love relationship with 
each person calls us to be more than who we are at this 
moment. 
Reflection:  Who do I leave out of my circle of justice and 
love….some relatives, co-workers, immigrants, Muslims, 
my neighbor….? 
 

WONDERFUL WHEELCHAIRS  
Wonderful Wheelchairs is a program conducted by RSVP 
volunteers in which old, poorly operating manual wheel-
chairs are repaired, refurbished and made available to per-
sons in the Ithaca area who need them. The program 
needs both donations of wheelchairs and volunteers. 
Wheelchairs can be dropped off at Beechtree Care Center 
at Clinton and Albany Streets during normal business 
hours, or you may call Carol John at 351-1655 to arrange 
to have the wheelchair picked up. If you would like to volun-
teer with this program, please call RSVP (273-1511) or 
Carol John. 

KEEPING THE SPIRIT ALIVE  
Our Appeal helps various departments of our Di-
ocesan Pastoral Office. The Office which deals 
with Marriage issues is there to help the local Par-

ishes better prepare those who are planning for Marriage. 
Your generosity helps us help those in love. So far we 
have $29,853.88 or 57.76%of our goal. Thank you for the 
sacrifices you are willing to make. You are truly being 
Church for all those whom you do not know personally.  
Remember —no contribution is too small—for our ultimate 
goal is to have 100% participation. You may go on line to 
view the video if you missed it or to make a donation at 
www.dor.org. May God continue to bless and your 
families for your outstanding generosity! 
 

NEW “CHAIR LIFT”  
We want to update you on the gifts and contributions for 
our new “chair lift”.  Here are the figures to date: 
Total cost: (projected $85,000) actual $96, 276 
Gifts and contributions to date: $68,200 
Pledges made; not yet received: $2,070 
Outstanding remaining balance: $26,006 
Thank you so very much for your support! 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SHOP  
The Immaculate Conception Inspirational Gift Shop has a 
full stock of Advent wreaths, candles and calendars for the 
Advent season. There are also prayer books and chil-
dren’s Advent items. Stop in soon and see the selection of 
Nativity sets and Christmas movies and music. Polish 
Oplatki Christmas wafers are in stock. 
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SANCTUARY LAMP   
 Our sanctuary lamp will burn this week in memory of   
   Joseph R. & Anthony Ciaschi from Marge Ciaschi. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS AND  
DECORATIONS 

If you wish to contribute ($10.00) towards the 
Christmas decorations and flowers in memory of 
a loved one, please stop by the Parish Center any 
time before Monday, December 14th. 


