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   George Green Parish Center  
    113 N. Geneva St. 
    Ithaca, N.Y. 14850 
      607- 273-6121 
    www.immconch.org 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Sun. 8:00 a.m. – Noon 

Immaculate Conception Staff Connection 

 

             
Parish Mission Statement 
 "We are the people of Immaculate Conception  (est. 1860) 
in Ithaca, NY (Tompkins County), a Parish of the Roman 
Catholic Church of the Diocese of Rochester. Inclusive and 
rich in   diversity, we joyfully embrace our baptismal 
 call to worship, celebrate sacramental life,  nurture spiri-
tual growth, foster lifelong faith  formation, minister to oth-
ers, share our gifts  of time, talent and treasure, and affirm 
the  Good News of Jesus Christ.  We seek to  welcome eve-
ryone no matter where they are  in their spiritual journey."  
 

                    Parish Staff 
Fr. Leo Reinhardt – Pastor / Sacramental 
Preparation ext. 113 
Sr. Edna Slyck – Pastoral Associate for RCIA, 
Liturgy, Evangelization ext. 108 
Rich Rasmussen – HS Youth Minister,  
Administrator of Religious Education ext. 110 
Carolann Darling – MS Youth Minister ext. 109 
Lynn Kingston – Business Manager ext. 106 
Diana Oravec – School Principal 273-2707 
Sr. Elise Quigley – Administrative Assistant. ext. 101 
Ginny Seacord – Office Manager ext. 102 
Gary Vrabel – Music Ministry ext. 111 
��

���������������Contact Information �
Immaculate Conception School – 273-2707 
http://schools.dor.org/ic/ 
Religious Education Office – 273-6121 ext. 109 
Sacramental Preparation – 273-6121 ext.113 
IC Inspirational Gift Shop  – 273-6363 
Calvary Cemetery – 272-5780 
  
                Sacrament of Baptism 
A baptism preparation session is required before  
the baptism of your child. Please call 273-6121 prior 
to  the due date for an appointment. 
 

             Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday afternoon from 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

                Sacrament of Marriage 
Please call 273-6121 at least 6 months in advance of 
your anticipated wedding date. 
 

                  Anointing of the Sick 
Please call 273-6121 to request this sacrament. 
                         
                       Hospitalizations 
Please call 273-6121 if your loved one is in the hospital. 

 
“BEHOLD THE HANDMAID OF THE LORD…” 

Today Mary is our example of faith and trust in God. 
The Angel Gabriel approaches Mary, a teenager, and 
addresses her, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with 
you.” Mary at first was greatly troubled, but the angel 
assured her not to be afraid for she has found favor with 
God. The Angel continues that God has chosen her to be 
the mother of His Son. He goes on to say that the Holy 
Spirit will come upon her and the Most High will over-
shadow her and the child will be the Son of God. He 
also explains that Elizabeth is with child and is in her 
sixth month. Mary answers, “Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord”. Mary was resigned to God’s will. 
 What would our reply have been if this was addressed 
to us? Someone once said that we would probably have 
to think about it, pray over it, or better yet, go on a 30 
day retreat to discern the whole situation. 
However after the Angel’s departure, we hear in today’s 
Gospel that Mary set out and traveled in haste to be with 
her cousin, Elizabeth who was also with child.  
Mary did not take time to think about it, but left at once 
to minister to another. Mary  becomes our model for 
evangelization. She does not keep the good news of the 
Annunciation to herself, but went to help Elizabeth. She 
greeted Mary with, “Blessed are you among women and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb.”  
There is a line in the “Sound of Music” which is a favor-
ite of mine— “Love wasn’t put in our hearts to stay, 
love isn’t love until it’s given away”. This was true for 
Mary and should be true for each of us.  
We are so blessed with every Mass we celebrate. We are 
sent forth— “Go, the Mass is ended”. We are challenged 
to live that Mass. In a sense the Mass never ends for we 
continue the graces from it every time we reach out to 
others, welcome others and embrace others. 

“MAY IT BE DONE UNTO ME 
ACCORDING TO YOUR WORD…” 

Sister Edna Slyck, RSM 



EUCHARISTIC INTENTIONS 
MONDAY, December 21 
 10:30 AM    Veronica Fiero  (req. by Mary Edsall-Golway)   
                        Lakeside Mass     
12:10 PM   Carole Harvill & Deceased Members of the Harvill 
                             Family   (req. by Jim Harvill) 
TUESDAY, December 22  
   7:00 AM   Ethel Hunt  (req. by Connie & Dick Shippos) 
WEDNESDAY, December 23 
   7:00  AM   Ralph Hill   (req. by Chris Sanchirico) 
THURSDAY, December 24 
    4:00 PM   Raymond Lawrence   (req. by Rollande Lawrence) 
    6:30 PM   Margaret Guidi    (req. by Mario Guidi) 
   Midnight    Harold Cushman    (req. by Natalia Cushman) 
 FRIDAY,  December 25—Christmas Day 
  10:00 AM   Michael & Esther Chordash  (req. by Richard 
                                 Chordash) 
SATURDAY, December 26  
    4:30 PM  Wilda & Jaroslav Vanek—50th Wedding Anniversary    
                            (req. by the Vanek Family)  
SUNDAY, December 27  
    8:30 AM   Woodrow Werner –8th anniversary—  (req. by 
                               Marcella Werner) 
  10:30 AM   William McGee    (req. by Claudia McGee) 
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION SHOP  
The IC Gift Shop  has a large selection of Nativity sets and 
Christmas themed items for children and adults. There are 
music boxes, gifts books (such as The Vatican, a picture 
history of the popes and the Vatican),  a large selection of 
new movies and music. The shop will be open December 
24th but closed for the Christmas holiday. The shop will 
reopen on Monday, January 4th. Be sure to come in early 
to do your shopping! 
 

ITHACA ELKS LODGE #636 HOOP SHOOT  
Sunday, January 3rd at 4:00 PM at the Ithaca College Ben 
Light  Gym. Open to boys and girls ages 8 to 13 years. We 
ask contestants to please provide proof of age. 

Page  2                                           4th Sunday of Advent – December 20, 2009  
                                                         Second Collection—School Support Fund 

CANTOR NEEDED 
The Music Ministry is looking for a cantor and/or someone 
to lead the congregation in song for the December 24th 
Christmas Eve Mass at 6:30 PM. Please contact Gary 
Vrabel at 273-6121 if you are available to do this. 
 

Friendship Donations Network  
We are writing to you today because we know you car e 
about the hungry in our community. This is Friendsh ip 
Donations Network’s (FDN), first plea for help in o ur 
21 years of service. FDN rescues 1200 to 2,000 lbs of 
fresh nutritious food from Ithaca food outlets dail y 
to feed the hungry, instead of ending up in the lan d-
fill. 
FDN is a lifeline to 2200 needy women, children and  
men. Our 245 volunteers from 26 hunger programs 
(including Immaculate Conception Food Pantry) colle ct 
the 700,000 lbs of mostly fresh excess food daily ( 364 
days per year); Christmas Day being the only excep-
tion. It is then redistributed to those in need 
through the pantry programs. Our “in-kind” donation s 
are valued at $2,326,400 this year. 
FDN is the only 'one-call' center for food donors i n 
this region. Our mission is to alleviate hunger, fo od 
insecurity and malnutrition through a coordinated e f-
fort of food gleaning and food recovery. The excess  
food we rescue from local merchants would ordinaril y 
be dumped and produce over-grown from local farmers  
would be plowed under. We also distribute quality 
clothing, personal and house-ware items.  IF YOU WO ULD 
LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE ANY NON-PERRISHABLE ITEMSTO THE 
FDN, THERE WILL BE COLLECTION BINSAT THE BACK OF 
CHURCH THESE NEXT FEW WEEKENDS. 
Because of the recession 50 million Americans are u n-
able to afford the basic necessities. Some rural fa mi-
lies that FDN serves were surviving on cat food 
(cheaper than pasta). Many children ate only one nu -
tritious meal a day, that being school lunch and nu m-
bers of seniors had to choose between paying for fo od, 
rent or medicine until they all found a nearby pant ry. 
A key to our continued success is your help.  If yo u 
would like to know or do more by way of making a gi ft 
today, please go to our website at http://
friendshipdonations.org  and read all about us.  
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                                      Next Sunday– December 27, 2009 – Feast of the Holy Family     Page 3 
                                                                Kitchen Cupboard Sunday  

Our Offering to the Lord 
December 13,  2009  

Collection 2009                                          $8,902 
 Budgeted ($10,118 weekly)                      $242,832 
       Actual Collections: wk 24 of FY       $219,698 
       OVER/(UNDER) to date                   ($23,134) 
Collection  2008                                         $9,347 
************************************************* 
Attendance  2009                                         698 
Attendance  2008                                         710                                    
*************************************************  
We appreciate the suggestion of gifts to Immaculate Con-
ception Church or School in obituary notices as a fitting 
and respectful way to honor deceased parishioners.  

COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR… 
next  week is our Welcoming Committee. 

 
 BUILDING PEACE WITH JUSTICE  

   Each year we celebrate the World Day of Peace on Janu-
ary 1, the feast of Mary Mother of God. Pope Benedict’s 
2010 message, If You Want to Cultivate peace, Safeguard 
Creation, expands upon the environmental section of his 
recent encyclical, Caritas in Veritate, which states, “The 
environment is God’s gift to everyone, and in our use of it 
we have a responsibility towards the poor, towards future 
generations and towards humanity as a whole.”  The poor 
of the world suffer most when the environment is harmed. 
   As we, like Mary, wait in Advent hope, let us remember 
the world’s poor who struggle to stay hopeful that they will 
not be forgotten by those of us who live in wealthier na-
tions. May we have the compassion of the one whose 
“greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; (who) shall 
be peace.” 
 

VOCATION AWARENESS  
First, Mary believed that what was spoken to her by the 
Lord would be fulfilled and she accepted God’s plan for her. 
The, in the same obedient way, Jesus said, “As it is written 
of Me in the scroll, behold I come to do your will, O God.” 
We have been given two perfect examples of love, obedi-
ence and sacrifice to follow. Are you open to hearing God’s 
voice in your life? How are you being called to a life of love, 
obedience to God and sacrifice? Is it through consecrated 
single life, a holy married life; possibly, ordained or religious 
life? Contact the Office of Vocation Awareness at (585)461-
2890 if you wish to talk to someone about a vocation. 

KEEPING THE SPIRIT ALIVE  
The Christmas Season is upon us and this means 
more ministry opportunities for Catholic Charities 
for provide for those in need. This also gives us a 

chance to help with the Catholic Charities in our diocese 
as well as the migrant families. So far we have $30,433.88 
or 59.89% of our goal. This is actually down .11% from 
last year at this time. Thank you for the sacrifices you are 
willing to make. You are truly being Church for all those 
whom you do not know personally.  Remember —no con-
tribution is too small—for our ultimate goal is to have 
100% participation. You may go on line to view the video if 
you missed it or to make a donation at www.dor.org. May 
God continue to bless and your families for your ou t-
standing generosity! 
 

IC BOOSTER CLUB TICKETS….  
are now available at the Parish Center or Immaculate 
Conception School Office ($25.00). Each ticket gives you 
71 chances to win amounts from $100 to $500. Tickets 
make great “stocking stuffers”. All proceeds go to help 
support our Immaculate Conception School. The first 
drawing is on Sunday, February 8th. 
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SANCTUARY LAMP   
 Our sanctuary lamp will burn this week in memory of   
  Carole Harvill from Mary Edsall-Golway. 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 
Thursday, December 24th: 
     11:00 AM  - 12:00 PM      Reconciliation 
   Masses:         4:00 PM 
                         6:30 PM 
                         Midnight 
 
Friday, December 25th 
      Mass     10:00 AM 
 
Thursday, December 31st 
       5:30 PM    Anticipated Mass 
for Holyday 
 
Friday, January 1 
       Mass    10:00 AM            


