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Sunoay, ApriL 9, 2017
Palm Sunpay of THE PassioN oF THE Lorp
Acknowledge your state of denial
The palms used in the rituals of Palm Sunday signify victory over
one’s enemies; yet the scripture reading for today offers an account
of Judas’ treachery toward Jesus. How odd. Somehow we're saying
that despite being betrayed, tortured, and murdered, Jesus is our
hope and our salvation. That is the outrageous truth of Chris-
tianity. Jesus draws life from a source that conquers death. And
consider this: Many of Jesus’ most beloved disciples denied and
deserted him before his death, but only one is called a traitor. The
reason: All but one repented. In your own Christian discipleship,
remember that it is your willingness to acknowledge your failings
and undergo conversion again and again that is most important.
Topay’s REAnmNGs: Procession: Masthew 21:1-11 (37); Mass: Isaiah
S0:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11; Matthew 20:14—27:66 (38). “Blessed
is the be who comes in the name of the Lord.”

Monpay, Aprit 10 Momnpar or Hotr Week
Let's prep for this
The motto of the Boy Scouts, “Be prepared,” seems almost quaint
in our contemporary ‘world of instant communication. How can we
possibly find the time to be ready for anything that might happen,
good or bad, in our lives? As we begin Holy Week, the most pro-
tound mysteries of our faith are about to unfold. Mary prepares Jesus
for his death by anointing his feet with oil. At the same time she is
preparing herself for his redeeming love. There is time before Holy
Thursday to prepare ourselves. Take some time today and reflect on
what has happened to you this Lent and what awaits you this week.
Topar’s ReaniNGs: Isaialh 42:1-7; Johm 12:1-11 (257). “Mary took
costly perfivme, ancinted Jesus® fect, and wiped them with ber bain”

Tuesoay, ApriL 11
Mirror, mirror
Unlike the disciples, we don’t have to ask, “Who is it?” when it
comes to learning the name of the Lord's betrayer—a quick glance in
the mirror will do. But can we who are the betrayers of Christ also
be the ones who believe in him? If we are not faithful ro him, will he
still be faithful to us? Thankfully, that’s what Chnsm.mtv is all about.
We are not worthy to receive Jesus. He is a gift given out of love.
Topay's reavings: Dadal 49:1-6; Jobn 13:21-33, 36-38 (258).
“Simon Peter, while reclining next to Jesus, asked bim, Who is it?'

Tuesoar o Hotr Wem

rag B

Wepnespay, ApriL 12 Wepnesbar oF Hotr Week
Betrayal never pays
When we read the daily headlines, we might get the impression
that crime definitely pays. Drug lords drive enviable cars and flash
diamonds. White-collar criminals live in multiple mansions. Even
Judas got paid handsomely for his betrayal: 30 pieces of silver for
one little kiss. But Judas got more than a bag of silver. He got the
anguish of watching his friend suffer and the burden of self-loath-
ing. Money couldn’t buy him free of that.

Topay's REapiNGs: ek 50:4-9%; Matthew 26:14-25 (259), “Tudas

Iscariot went to the clief priesi and seid, “What will you give me if

1 betray lrim to yor

THurspay, APriL 13 Tuurspar or Hotr Weex (Hoty Tuurspay);
Evening Mass of THE Loro's Supper
Wash up for supper
Tonight Lent ends, and the church enters into three holy days, the
Triduum, with the celebration of the Evening Mass of the Lord’s
Supper. Tonight's liturgy is a Mass, but with a significant differ-
ence: the rite of foot-washing, which involves water and service. It
ritualizes for us the fact that we are baptized into Jesus, and we live
out this Baptism in giving ourselves to one another. It's a partern
we see throughout these three days. It's also one we repeat in every
Mass. Union with Christ and service: Make it the pattern for vour
whaole life.
Topay's REapmnGs: Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14; 1 Covinthians 11:23-26;
Jobn 13:1-15 (39). “For I bave set you an example, that you alse
showld do as I bave done to you.™

Fripay, ApriL 14
Frinar oF THE Lorn's Passion (Goob FRIDAY); DAY OF FAST AND ABSTINENCE
A day to be cross
Solemnity, prayer . . . and delicious baked goods? It must be Good
Friday. There are many ways that people throughout the world
honor this sacred day of remembering the death of Jesus, A custom
in England, Ireland, and in other countries is to bake hot cross
buns. These sweet pastries are typically scored or iced with a cross.
Whatever you do this day—bake, work, pray, fast, care, smile,
mourn—remember that you and all of creation are blessed with the
sign of the cross.
Topay's REapmGs: Isadad 52:13—53:12; Helrrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9;
John 18:1—10:42 (40). “Let ws confidently approach she throne of
Jmace.”

Saruroay, ApriL 15  Hot Saruroar
Tonight's the night
“This is the night!” exclaims the Exultet, sung this evening at the
Easter Vigil. Indeed this is the night we have been waiting for
through these long weeks of Lent. This is the night toward which
we have aimed all our preparations, our efforts to be more prayer-
ful, generous, and focused on God. On this night the many readings
of scripture bring us from darkness to light, bondage to freedom.
This is the night we welcome new members of the Body of Christ—
and rejoice in our own membership. This is the night: Exult!
Topay’s Reapmes: Vigil: Genesis 1:1—2:2; Genesis 22:1-18; Exodus
14:15—15:1; Exodus 15:1-2, 34 5-6, 17-18; Isninh 54:5-14; Isniah
55:1-11; Baruch 3:9-15, 32—4:4; Ezekiel 36:16-17, 18-28; Romans
6:3-11; Matthew 28:1-10 (41). “Do you not know that all of us who
have been baprized ingo Clrist Jesus were baptized into bis death. . ..
5o we too might walk in the newness of life.”
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Sunpay, ArriL 16, 2017

SOLBVNITY OF THE Resurrecion oF THE Lorp (Easter Sunpar)
Your Easter best is good enough
It used to be that on Easter everyone would put on their best
clothes, new ones if they could afford them. It was a sign of new
beginnings and a fresh start. No matter what had happened in
people’s lives, Easter remained a sign of hope. And so it remains,
regardless of what you wear. Today we are an Easter people. Jesus
has conquered sin and death. The rules are rewritten. Whar will
vou put on to be a new and better person?
Topay’s READINGS: Acts 10:34a, 3743; Colossians 3:1-4or 1 Cor-
inthinns 5:60-8; Victimae Paschali Landes; Jolm 20:1-9 or Mattbew
28:1-10 (42, 41) or; at an afternom oy evening Mass, Luke 24:13-35
(46). “He saw and belieped.™

Monpay, APriL 17 Mowpar witiin THE Ocive oF EastR

All depends on how you look at it

If you grew up with siblings, chances are you've had the experi-

ence of your side of the story being far different from the one your

brother or sister told. That’s because our perceptions are based

on selt-interest. The soldiers in Matthew’s Resurrection story wit-

nessed the same thing the women did, vet their account was a lot

different because the empty tomb meant trouble for them. For the

women, on the other hand, the empty tomb awakened hope, and

the message of the angel filled them with joy. They had a whole

different story to tell, one that we hear being told ro this day.
Topay's ReapmGs: Aets 2:14, 22-33; Victimae Paschali Lawdes
(42); Masthew 28:8-15 (261). “Suddenly, Jesus met them and said,
Greetings!”

Tuespay, ApriL 18  Tuesoar wman THE Octave oF Easter
Lock and you will see
When Mary Magdalene meets Jesus near the tomb, he asks her an
important question: “Whom are you looking for?” Not Jesus him-
self, obviously, because she stood not long ago at the cross where
he died. She imagines the man to whom she is speaking is the gar-
dener—who else would be in a cemetery at dawn? Only those who
are actually looking for Jesus will be sure to recognize him when
they see him, whether in the face of a stranger or a friend. Jesus
isn’t hiding. He wants to be revealed!
Topay's REapINGS: Arts 2:36-41; Victinne Paschali Landes (42); Jobn
20:11-18 (262). “Jesns said o bey, Woman, wiry are you wecping?' ™
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Wepnespay, APRIL 19 Weonespay witiin THE Octave oF Easter
All fired up
‘What makes your heart come alive with the true fire of passion?
Is it when you hear a story about a noble and courageous act? Or
read an article about injustice that makes you burn with indigna-
tion? Does the sight of human suffering on a street corner arouse
your compassion to the brim? Does the innocence in a child's face
melt your heart with love? Our hearts were made for the richness
of such passion, and our lives are given to us to experience life to
the fullest. Avoid acrivities that deaden and suppress your passion.
Follow the firel

Topay's REapiNGs: Aets 3:1-10; Victimae Paschali Landes (42);

Latke 24:13-35 (203). “Were not our bearts burning within s while

be was talking?®

THurspay, Aprit 20  THurspay wimain THE Ocive oF Easte
Keep it real
“Flesh and blood” we say, referring to the people we love to whom
we're related. “Body and soul™ we say to describe the depth of our
love, our commitment, our joy. This is the way God reaches out to
us, as beloved children: flesh and blood, body and soul—healing a
lame man who dances with delight, sending a risen Christ we can
see and touch. The love God gives us—and asks in return—isn’t
the ethereal love of “dreams,” wrote Dorothy Day, cofounder of
the Carholic Worker movement, but a hands-on and sometimes
“dreadful love™ that clothes the naked and feeds the starving. The
works of mercy show that real love is real concrete. Let’s be real.

Topay’s reanmnGs: Acts 3:11-26; Vickimae Paschali Laudes (42);

Luke 24:35-48 (264). "A ghost does not have flesh and bones as you

se¢ that I bave”

Fripay, Aprit 21
Get over it
Despite knowing that he had hurt Jesus deeply and forsaken him in
his hour of need, Peter does not cower in Jesus’ presence. In fact,
he is thrilled to hear thart the risen Jesus has come to break bread
with the disciples. Peter’s joy at the coming of the Lord is a sig-
nature Christian trait. Peter truly believes he is forgiven and that
nothing can keep him from the love of God, so he is not afraid. Yet
many of us have not reached that level of faith. We are ashamed of
our failings and try to run from God’s gaze. Its time to acknowl-
edge your sins and move on. Don't keep Jesus waiting.

Topay’s REapNGs: Acts 4:1-12; Victimae Paschali Lawdes (42);

Jobre 21:1-14 (265). “Tesus said to them, Come, have breakfast.” ™

Fripar wimiin THE O ciave oF Easter

SaturpaY, ApriL 22  Sarurpay wimin THE OCVE OF Easter
See the light
The expression “seeing is believing” may come from the most
famous doubter of all, the Apostle Thomas, who insisted on touch-
ing the wounds of the risen Jesus before he would accept the fact
of Christ’s Resurrection. Thomas, though, wasn't alone. Others
among the first disciples wouldn't art first give credence to the
incredible news, Throughout his earthly ministry Christ’s main
request was to believe in him and his message, and after he was
raised that did not—and has not—changed. With an eye toward
generations of Christians to come, Jesus told Thomas, “Blessed are
those who have not seen and have believed.”
Topay’s ReapiNGgs: Acts £:13-21; Victimae Paschali Landes (43);
Mark 16:9-15 (266). “Go inte the whoele world and proclaim the

Jospel to every creature.”
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